| 
6-4 
| 
| 


"The MixIsTRT of the Dis8ENTERS| | © 


* ; 0 4 


* ; ” 
hy \ _ " 4 


Vindlicated: F A 
1 . 3 
In an Ox DIN ATI O | 

rs Preach'd at | 
On June 11. 1714. -4 
To which is added, a Letter to the Author of | þ © 
2 Pamphlet, intitled, The Miniſtry of Diſſen- 4 
ters proved to be null and void, from Scripture 4 
en Antiquity. © "| _ .. > es” 


| By Epuuxp Cara 


n 


* * 


2 > 


MI, 
The Second Editiasg. 2 


= 4 wi C 2 

—_ 7 0 
11 8 — 4 89 9 . . 
* 


* 
— — — rn 


* 
- 
. — 
* * 


Printed for Jo HN CLARK, and RICHARD 


HET r, at the Bible and Crown in the Poul- | | 
try, near Cheapſide; and SAMUEL CHAN PD-· 
R N / TO It 1724. 
: LER, at the Croſs-Keys in the Poultry. 172g. 
— : 2 — E — "4 


% £ 3 
* 1 N 9 e "O< * n 
r „ * 1 . * i * 2 of * 2 
8 . * . | : FRET G 4 4 . Y 
R 3» YT 1 3 . * 8 « = * EY) : & 5. - "PF: } a" a. > bs 
E344 % - To 3 F * Q * 7 Th . 9 N KA , 2 Fad . 4 5 N * a» #4 a 
. Ne KH nv. 33 M21 + 40 £ 1 
3 F | —_ ASL Wa. * — £4 EY > 1 by wei 1 
"FP © ok 64x. as . * ma -* 2 "IF <= CG 2 [x 1 2 
4 » * * * * . a 7 4 . A, 2 * .* & 
LOS at LS. 2 Ann r 


* 


” 


PREFACE 


HE Diſcourſe here publiſhed, (which was de- 
a /ivered at the ordination of three diſſenting 
KI Miniſters, two of which are employed in the 
EI County of Bucks, and the third in the Coun- 
LE ty of Oxon,) relating to epiſcopacy and 
X presbytery, about which there have been de- 
bates of a conſiderable ſtanding, I think, if not improper to 
introduce it by a few remarks. | f 
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IT has long with me been 4 ſubject of lamentation, That 
when the Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine, and a ſuitable Life, 


(wherein we generally agree) are things of ſo much greater 


conſequence than Matters relating to Church-order and 
Governmenr, the latter ſhould have ſo much diverted many 
from that cloſe application to the former, as would have 
been likely to have turned to the beſt account : And yet in 
ſome circumſtances, touching * theſe things is ſo needful, 
way it cannot well be avoided. In the preſent caſe I did 

ut comply with the requeſt of a number of my brethren, in 
the ſubjet inſiſted on. e OO PIO 


FOR my own part, I have long been of the opinion that 
Biſhop Stillingfleet declared for in his Irenicum, viz. That 
no one particular form of Church-government, is of divine 


appointment. I can freely leave it to others, to aft in theſe 


matters, as they are perſuaded in their own minds ; beſt 


approving, in the mean time, of thoſe, (be they of one de- 


nomination or another) that are moſt for Truth and Purity, 
Liberty and Charity: And I cannot but account it 4 very 
tes 875 A2 3 melancholy 
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melancholy conſideration, that ſo many among us ſhoald take 
pains to ſet theſe at variance, and be for ſhewing their zeal . 
for, am one of them, by oppoſing any of the other three. 


— 


IT has oft equally ſurprized and grieved me, to find any 
(eſpecially men of fene and learning) that pretend to habe 
a regard to the Chriſtian Religion, and the credit of the 
Writings of the New Teſtament , (which are the main 


Jupport of it) of opinion, Thas there is equal proof for e- 


1 4 to me a notion of truly 


| oing all the N 
can, to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, and the Holy Scriptures. 


3 
. 
* 


FOR beſides that our Religion is not am thing near ſo 

much concerned in the method in which the Church is mo- 

= delled, as in the Faith and Manners of the diſciples of a 
| crucified J=$vs, (which the New Teſtament was chiefly de. 
figned to regulate) it may be ſafely ſaid à to cur Frere 
Writings, That (beſides collateral confirmation) they are at- 
tended with an intrinſick evidence, in their inimitable mgje- 

Y and authority, and their peculiar aptneſs toſpread' Truth 
and Purity, Liberty and Charity amongſt mankind; and a 
 fhperadded 'evidence ao, in the exatt fulfilling the predi- 
ions they contain, and in their being ſo punctualh verified 
Fon ape to age) by bi dealings who was, the main Au- 
thor of em; and that both in his ways of providence and 


. 


grace ;" and in their admirable effects and conſequences, as 
70 the" enlightning and Janctihing a degenerate world; no- 
thing like to which could be ever pleaded, with reſpe to 
J % 


OUR Chriſtian Faith ſtands upon the Scriptures, as its 
bottom: And had but dioceſan epiſcopacy a like founda- 
tion, "tis freely owned twould- be unreaſonable for any that 
profeſs. a value for our ſacred Writings, net readily ta fall 

3 n with it": Bur till that is mage evident, the obligation 
_— 20, 3t n not ſo” elear, fron any other proof. Merhinks 'tis 
[ 555 time we fhuuld return back” tq our Bibles, and uſe and 
Sed Ne e eee le ee 


THE 


. ..THE teſtimony of the Fathers of a few of the rſt Cen: 
wing 


turies is commonly appealed to: But it is but a vain | 
to pretend, that that is any thing near ſo general, clear, or 
u, for dioceſan epiſcopacy, & for the inſpiration of our 
cred Penmen. Often indeed do they mention biſhops, but 
then they are of another ſort than thaſe that were aftermards 
introduced, as Mr. Boyle has fairly proved, with reſpett to 
thoſe of them on whom the greateſt ſtreſs is commonly laid: 
{nd in my opinion no greater ſervice could he done to mo- 
lern epiſcopacy, as ſupport 1 fetched for it from the farſt 
Writers of the Church, than by returning a candid Anſwer 
to his laboured Performance. * 


 WWHEN the Fathers ſignify to us, That ſuch and ſuch ſa- 
cred Books of the New Teſtament were written by ſuch and 
ſuch perſons, they declare bare fact, and ſuch as M- uncontra- 
dicted; nay, not diſowned in many inſtances, even by the 
greateſt enemies of Chriſtianity 2 And when they certify 
us, That the perſons aforeſaid. wrote by inſpiration, we (be- 
ſides the ſatisfaction we may get by. conſulting. their mri- 
tings themſelves, and comparing them with. other books that 
ere owned to be given by inſpiration f Go in. the 
Jewiſh Church,) -may. upon good. grounds be the more in- 
| duced to regard them, bv? they, intimate no more. 
what the Chriſtian Church not only generally; agreed in, 
but reckoned: their. ſafety and happineſs ta defiend anon: 
Whereas, when they ſpeak, of biſhops and their powers and 
rights, in a way that manifeſtly differs from the account 
given us of them in the ſacred Scriptures, we are.ufien.no 
account obliged to regard them; becauſe of their therein 
differing from thoſe, whoſe Writings ought to have been 4 
ſtandard. to them, as well as to uu. Fi 


E have been told over and over, That. the Apoſtles 
ſettled epiſcopacy, and that the Fathers declare as; much 
with one e But ſuppoſing this true, before any con- 
vincing argument could be. drawn. from-thence, it i: requi- 
ſite it ſhould be fairly ſhewn, what ſort of epiſcopacy they 
meant, which is far from being - ſelf-evident; *Tis true of 
4 paſtoral, but not a dioceſan epiſcopacy. And when t 
poſitively aſſerted, that the Apoſtles ſettled the latter f 
theſe, not at the firſt foundation of Churches, but at the 
latter end of their days, we may very well deſire better evi- 
dence than u giuen of it by Biſhop Pearſon, which ij merely 
N | conjectural, 
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conjedtural, and therefore not to be boaſted of in a matter 
of fuch importance. 

BUT when evidence in ſuch a caſe as thi falls ſhort, to 
have it inſinuated as if certainty about all paſt matters 1 
affected, and in danger of being deſtroyed ; and incredulity 
likely to be ſupported ; and that. ſcepticiſm will be introdu- 
ced, if the cauſe is not yielded; thy is I think a little hard: 
At leaſt it would be thought ſo by any men in their own 
caſe. As for Deifts and Infidels, I cannot ſee how they can 
gain any thing by our queſtioning the antiquity of thu dio- 
ceſan epiſcopacy, till it x better proved: tho in the mean 
time there is but too flagrant Proof, that it is the matter of 
their triumph and boaſting, that our holy Religion ſhould be 
repreſented as Phra or falling, with that which they are 
ſenſible bas ſo precarious a foundation. 


T am à well ſatisfied in my own ordination by half a 


dozen worthy Presbyrers, as if I had the hands of as ma- 
ny of the greateſt Biſhops upon the occaſion ; and cannot ſee 
why others may not be well ſatisfied with it too: And I 
cannot help thinking the great Mr. Howe was much in 
the right, who being ordained by Mr. Charles Herle at 
Winwick in Lancaſhire, with the aſſiſtance of thoſe mini- 
fers who officiated in the ſeveral Chapelries that belonged 
to his large pariſh, was uſed to ſay, That this Mr. Herle 
was 4 primitive Biſhop, and the aſſiſtants in his ſeveral 
Chappels were his clergy ; and that they joyning in laying 
5 upon him, he thought few in modern times had 5 


truly primitive an ordination as he ®, * 


May Truth and Purity, Liberty and Charity ; prevail 
and abound among all parties in this Land, and in 
all the Proreſtant Churches, and it will be ſufficient 
to make us exceeding happy. 


f * See the Life of Mr. 7% Howe, prefixed to his Works, 
Ag. 4. Ky | 


ROMANS 


diſturbance in the chriſtian church, which could do well 


Aena X. 15. 8 
And how ſhall they prea 
except they be ſent? 


ch, 


HEN the diſciples of Cu IS r and 
e Tell their companions, went up and down the 
world, preaching che Goſpel to Jews and 
NV | Gentiles, it was enquired of them where- 
ever they came, Who it was that ſenr 

them ? A queſtion of the very ſame na- 
' ture was alſo by the zealous partifans of 
the church of Rome put to our forefathers, when they 
contended for a reformation from thoſe corruptions 
with which Chriftianiry had been overſpread. The com- 
mon cry was this, Who was it that ſent you to give ſuch 


* 


enough without you? And fince this land has been re- 
formed from popery, the church that has been eſtabliſhed 
by law among us, affecting to engroſs ſacred offices and 
miniſtrations to herſelf, and thoſe of her own ftamp, has 


from time to time enquired of thoſe that have not been 


ſo free to acquieſce in her ſettlement as was wiſhed for; 
Who ſent you forth to preach the Goſpel, when there 
is ſo good proviſion made by law, of perſons to offi- 
ciate in the ſacred miniſtry, and take care of the ſeve- 
ral ſervices of it ? And as it muſt be owned that the firſt 


. preachers of rhe Goſpel could not reaſonably have 
expected any regard in their miniftrations, if they 


could not have anſwered that queſtion ; nor the re- 
formers from popery have had any reaſon to have ex- 


pected ſucceſs in their defign, if they could not have 


given 


\ 


ſtant country as ours, where ſo much is 


8 _ 
* , 
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given a good account of their miſſion : So neither ſhould 
we, chat take upon us to be miniſters in ſuch. a- protes 
done toward 
making proviſion for the people in a miniſterial way; 
be. backward to give an account of the grounds d 
go upon; that ſo ſtanders by, as well as they with whom 
we are concerned, may have reaſonable ſatisfaction gi- 
ven them, that we do not preach without being ſent. 


I x avs been deſired to offer ſomewhar at this time 
in a narrow compaſs, in juſtification of rhe miniſterial 
miſſon, among thoſe who diſſent from the national eſta- 
bliſnment: And in order to it, ſhall ſet myſelf to give 
you an accoung, ith 2 {ad 3 


I. O the abſurdiry of pretending . to preach without 


H. OF the chief Sender from whom a miſſion in ſuch 
a caſe ſnould come; ee Ny 
II. Or the. proper nature of the miſioh thist is 1b. 
IV. Or the evidence of a divine miſſion, that may 
upon good grounds ſatisfy the cenſcietices Both of 
miniſters and people. ot Te 208 NGA 


Ap When I have gone thro' thefe things,  ſhall-touch- 
upon a variety of , particulars, arid ſhew you thar we 


chat are Diſſenters, have that to return in anſwer to the 


moſt material charges that are brought againſt us, by 
thoſe that are oppoſers of our miniſtry, as may very 
well be allowed to be ſatisfactory, to ſuch as will give 
2 leave to weigh things falrly and impartially. 


> L Wir the abfurdiry of preten din 9 to pres ob; ch 
out being ſent. Undoubtedly men may if they will; 


take upon them to be preachers, without any proper 


miſſion. There is nothing impoſſible in the ſuppoſition; 


for it has been done often: And conſidering how men 
are diſpoſed, it may be done again, at any time. That 


which is meant is, That except in caſes of extreme ne- 


ceſſity 


/ , 


(30 


ceſſiry this is a thing that is weak and fooliſh] tinrea: 


ſonable and abſurd, hazardous and dangerous: Tho? 
when a real neceſſity occurs, that very neceſſity will 
juſtify the miſſion of thoſe who take upon them to act 
as miniſters; as has been generally owned in the caſe 
of Frumentius-and Adeſius, that is mentioned by ſeveral 


of our eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians *. 


Tux apoſtle ſpeaking of the prieſthood, ſays, No Heb. v. 4. 
man taketh this honour to himſelf, but he that is called of 


Gop, as was Aaron, No man could do it regularly; 
no man could do it, that conſidered what he did, and 
would hope to give a good account of himſelf : Or elſe, 
any man might do it, that ſwelled with ſelf-eſteem, and 
made nothing of order and regularity. He in effect ſays, 


the ſame in my text, with reſpect to the Goſpel-mini- 


ſtry, that no man took this honour to himſelf, withour 
being called of Gop. How ſhall they preach, except they 
be ſent? that is, With what face can men offer to do 
it, if there be no real neceſſity? Or how, if they ſhould, 
could they expect to do any real ſervice to Religion 


now, or to be able to give an account of themſelves 


hereafter 2 Both the prieſts and the prophets were ſent of 
Gov, under Moſes's ſettlement, all along the Old Teſta- 
ment: And for any one to venture on the one office or 
the other, without being called and ſent, - to ſuch as duly 
conſider things, muſt appear highly criminal. 


i read of John the Baptiſt, who came as it were John i. 6; 


in the middle ſpace between ihe Old Teſtament and 
the New, that he was a man ſent from Go p. Aud the 
apoſtles who were trained up for the Golpel-miniſtry 
by our Lord himſelf, yer did not preach till he ſaid to 
them, Behold,. I ſend you forth. And GOD complains 
of it as no {mall grievance, by his prophet of old, That 


there were {ome that He had not ſent ; yet they ran; Jer. xxiii, 
he had not ſpoken to them; yet they propheſied : As to 21, 32. 


whom he declares, That they ſhould not profit the people 
at all. In like manner in the chriſtian church, he that 
rakes upon him rhe office of a preacher or teacher, with- 
out being called or ſent, has very little reaſon to expect 
a bleſſing. Moſt heartily therefore, do we that are Di/- 
Is 8 B ſenters 


1 


derat. Hiſt, Eccl. Lib. 1. cap. 19. Soz. Lib. 2. c. 24. 


* 


* 


ſenters, agree with the Church of England, in that part 

of her XXIIId Article, that is thus expreſſed; © Ir is 
not lawful for any man to take upon him the office 

_ © of publick preaching, or miniſtring the ſacraments, / 
„in the congregation, before he be lawfully called to 
execute the ſame.” And by ſo doing, we ſhew that 
we are as much inclined out of principle, ro guard 
againſt irregular intruſions into the miniſtry, and as free 
to own that an uſurpation of the paſtoral authority 
without a miſſion is blameable, even as themſelves : And 
the truth of it is, we cannot ſee what ſatisfaction, ei- 


ther they that are preachers, or they that are preached 


to, can have without ir. Both muſt neceſſarily be at „ 
„ 


a wretched loſs, and bewildred in confuſion, | 
was of ſuch only as had a divine miſſion, that our 


Luke x. Lord ſays, He that heareth you, heareth me; and he that 


16. 


Heb. xiii. Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit your- 


I7. 


2 Cor: v. 


20, 


Heb, 


I 3. 


deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me. And it was ſuch only that 
the apoſtle had in his eye, when he gave that charge: 


ſelves ; for they watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give 
account. And theſe are the only perſons that can in 
CuRIS T's ſtead, pray men to be reconciled to Go p. 


Tauk Rx are a great many things that are in them- 
ſelves moſt certainly very good and proper, and highly 
needful too, which yet it belongs not to all men to do, 
and which become improper and irregular, when a 
man thruſts himſelf into them of his own head, without 
any lawful call to be concerned in them, Ir 1s very 
requiſite, and alrogether neceſſary for the peace and good 
order of the community, that flagitious perſons ſhould 
be puniſhed ; and yet all that come to the knowledge of 
their crimes, have not a right to puniſh them, In like 
manner it is requiſite, that divine offices ſhould be dil- 
charged in the chriftian church; and yet he that rakes 
upon him to do it in the name of Go p, without being 
called and ſent, acts without authority, and is a mere 
intruder ; and he is juſtly hable to be treated as {uch, if 
he is not able to give a proof of his being authorized 
thereto, either by a fair call, or a flagrant neceſſity. 


Every man indeed has a call from G op to make 
Iii. religion his buſineſs ; and all are required ro exhort one 
| anotber 


— - 
OR 
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another daily, leſt any be hardened through the deceitfulneſs 
of fin. Every one is called and bound by his chriſtian 


baptiſm, to promote the truth, and fer himſelf againft 
errors that are oppoſite to the puriry of the faith; and 


to be urgent wich his neighbours to do the ſame. But 
every one is not called to preach the Goſpel publickl 
to others, or to adminiſter the Sacraments, or exerciſe 
diſcipline. This is a ſort of ſervice upon which no man 
ſhould thruſt himſelf, but every one that is that way in- 
clined ſhould wait rifl he is called to it: And when he 
has a lawful call, he may warrantably expect a bleſſing, 
bur not before. 
Ax p yet 1 muſt own, I dare not ſay with ſome, 
That none can believe bur under the preaching of a 
yegular miniſtry, It is true it is queried in the very 
clauſe preceding that on which I am now diſcourſing, 
How fhall they believe, without a preacher 2 And it is 
plain, there is bur little reaſon for it ordinari'y to be 
expected, that perſons ſhould believe unto ſalvation with- 
out the help of a Goſpel-miniſtry : And yer upon ſuppo- 
ſition perſons ſhould be any way brought to true faith, 
without any help from miniſters ; we have no occaſion 
as I know of to be apprehenfive, that that is any ſuch de- 
fect as will be a bar to their ſalvation, I go on, 


II. To conſider the Sender, from whom the miſſion in 
ſuch a caſe as this ſhould come. This all agree, is the 
Lord Jes Us CHRIST. To him it belongs to fix or- 
dinances to be adminiſtred in his church, to ſend and 
authorize perſons to adminiſter thoſe ordinances, to give 
rules to be followed in their miniſtrations, to ſpe- 
cify the qualifications that are requiſite in the miniſterial 
office, to furniſh with ſuitable gifts and abilities for it, 
and to crown faithful labourers with ſucceſs in it. He 
is Lord of the Harveſt, and to him are we ordered to 
pray, That he will ſend forth Jabourers into his harveſt, Matth. 
He is given to be Head over all things to the church. ix. 38. 

And it becomes us to take things as he has fixed and Eph. 1.2. 

managed them, for the benefir of the church which is 
This body. "Twas he that gave apoſtles, prophets, evan- Eph. iv. 
eliſts, paſtors and teachers, (but it is obſervable, no bi- 11, 12. 
ſhops are mentioned diſtinct from theſe) for the work of 
he miniſtry, &c- And none come with authority, whom 
he does not ſend. He * told us expreſsly that He 
Wy 2 is 


9 


John x. is the door, and that he that entreth not by the door 0 
1, 9. the ſheepfold, but climbeth up ſome other way, the ſame 

is a thief and a robber, It is true we are elſewhere told, 
Mn. That the HoLy Gnostr makes men biſhops or overſeers to 
28. feed the church of GOD: But he acts but as our Sa- 
v1our's deputy in this affair, and ſupplies his place. All 
true miniſters in any part of the church, are properly 
CuRIS x's miniſters, and of his ſending, and act by 
his authority. The vineyard is his; and to him it belongs 
Matt. xx. to ſend labourers into it: And none can have a right to 
2. officiate in holy things that have it not from him. 


. And it may very well be allowed to be a moſt 
comfortable thought ro ſuch as give way to conſidera» | 
tion, That miniſters are of CHRIS x's ſending, becauſe 
of a double character (among others) which he has be- 
longing to him. He is one that we may be aſſured, 
ney: a2 mercy and not ſacrifice ; and He is one that 


lays very little ſtreſs upon circumſtances, ſo the end that 
75 aimed at be but ſecured. 


Matth.ix, H= is one I ſay, that will have mercy, and not ſacrifice * 
13. Xii. 7, and herein the ſcripture is exceeding plain. He is more 
or compaſſion than any outward rites, and has made no 
ſettlement that has any tendency to inſnare mankind. 
Never can He (whatever it may have been as to ſome 
of his followers) be for excluding men from his favour, 


or ſending them to hell, for want cf a formality that 


has no tendency to make them a jot the better. 


Ap then, He is alſo one that lays very little ſtreſs 
upon circumſtances, ſo the end that is aimed at be but 
8 Kaare. When his diſciples, while He was yer with 
Luke ix, them, ſaw one caſting out devils in his name, they were 
49, 59. preſently for forbidding them, becauſe he followed not 
with them. But He ſaid unto them, Forbid him not, for 

be. that is not againſt us is for us. They were for diſ- | 
couraging the poor man, and running him down, not- 

- withſtanding that what he did was plainly :0 our S A- 
ions honour, and beneficial to mankind, and 


1 


8 


— 


tended to weaken Saran's kingdom. They diſowned him, /® 


becauſe be did not bear the ſame ſtamp, and was not 
caſt juſt in the ſame mold with themſelves: But our 
Lord J Ess declared himſelf of another wind, and 


1 


? * . s . 9 n.8 4 
| " "FEY 9 
© , . 
., 4 
9 * 
* v ; 


' blamed them for their over officiouſneſs, and narrow: 
ſpiruedneſs, and charged them not to offer to diſcourage 


one that was carrying on the very {ame deſign; with 


themſelves, tho' in a different way ; and that would nor 
fail of meeting them in the ſame end, He, ſays he, 
that is not againſt us, is for us; and therefore ought to be 
countenanced by us. We have no need (ſays he) to caft 
off any of our friends, that are embarqued in the ſame 
intereſt with us, when they are comparatively ſo few in 
number; while at the ſame time our enemies are ſo nu- 
merous and ſubtle, and ſo vehemently ſet againſt us. 
And at another time, when the Phariſees, who in ex- 
ternal things were much more nice and ſtrict than our 
Lord himſelf, quarrelled with his diſciples, for going 
contrary to their traditions in the way of obſervi 
the ſabbath, He plainly ſaid unto them, The ſabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the ſabbath: Thereby 23. 
intimating, that man's real good was more to be 

minded, than any poſitive inſtitution, tho it had a dis 


vine original. 


FROM hence I think we may very warrantably con- 
clude, Thar tho' our Lord was for ſending miniſters into 


his church, yer He deſigned the miniſtry for the church, 


and not the church for the miniſtry ; and thar He had 
more regard to the end for which the miniſtry was de- 
ſigned, than to any formality in the miſſion of ſuch as 

were called ro it. And upon his ſcheme (as far as we 
can judge of it by the writings of the New Teſtament) it 
would be better by far, to have perſons officiate as mĩ - 
niſters that are well qualified for it, tho' no miniſters at 
all were concerned in ſeparating them to that office, than 

to have no miniſters at all. And if fo; tis certainly 
much better to have well qualified perſons ſeparated to 
the miniſterial office, by inferior miniſters, that have no 
ſuperior character, than to have no miniſters at all. 
The main end of the miniſtry is the ſaving the ſouls of 
men. Tis in order to this, that He has apponted that 


- ſome ſhall be paſtors and teachers to others. And he 


muſt be of a quite different mind from our Bleſſed Sa- 
OUR, that does not think it much better to have pa- 
ſtors duly qualified without formalities, than to have poor 
ſinners left ro periſh without inſtruction, becauſe ſuch 
formalities either cannor be had, or are — . 


Mark ii. 
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Amp ſince it is CHRIS x that is the Sender of mi- 
niſters into his church, we may I think eaſily gather, 
that He will ſend none that are unqualified, as too ma- 
ny biſhops have done in our eſtabliſhed church, as well 
as in other churches. He will ſend no blind guides, that 
are incapable of leading men in the ways of truth and 
Holineſs, rho? others may do it, pretending to act by his 
commiſſion, When He ſends labourers, he fits them 


for the harveſt he has prepared: And if any that pre- 


tend to be miniſters are altogether unfit for ſervice, we 
may be aſſured they were nor of his ſending. He will 
ſend none bur ſuch as he inclines to the work of the 
miniſtry, and to chooſe it (with all its difficulties and 
diſcouragements) before any employment whatſoever : 
He will ſend none bur he will give tome evidence that 
tis He that ſends them, and enable them to give ſome 


evidence of it alſo to others. And then, He will 


Ma wh. 


ſend none but ſuch as he will favour in ſome meaſure 
with his preſence; and be ready to own and bleſs. Far. 
He has given his word, that He will be with his mints 
ſters whom he ſends, always even to the end of the worlds: 
And if He is but with them, and does but own them 
with his gracious preſence, it comparatively mattess 
very little, who diſowns or flights them, or pours con. 
tempt upon them. |Þ 8 


'T x5 true, they that are very well qualified for mi- 


niſterial ſervice, may ſometimes unhappily meet with 


ſuch uſage, as may tend to abate and leſſen the fruit 
of their labours, as well as the comfort of their ſervice: 


But CR RISr's approbation at the laſt, upon which 
they may depend, if it was He that ſent them, and 


ny but faithful in his ſervice, will not fail of 
making them an abundanr amends. ' And now, 


III. LE Ir us confider the nature of the miſſion that 
is needful. This imports a warrant for undertaking the 
miniftry, and diſcharging the ſeveral ſervices of it. To 
this a man ſhould be lawfully called. And that Article of 
the Church of England, that I cited under the firſt head 
ſays, © That: thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called 
and ſent, which be choſen and called ro this work, 


by men who have publick authority given unto them; 


- I 


© in the congregation, to call and ſend miniſters into 
the Loxp's vineyard.” And in this alſo, we rea- 
dily concur with them. But then, that we may avoid con- 
fuſion, we are for diſtinguiſhing not only between an 
immediate call or miſſion, and one that is but mediate ; 
bur alſo, berween mens having authority given them in 
the congregation, to ſend miniſters into the Lo v's 
vineyard, by the law of CHRIS, and according to 
ſcriprure rule and precedents, and by the law of the 
land, or acccording to eccleſiaſtical uſage. 


1. Wx are here for diſtinguiſhing, between an in- 
mediate, and a mediate call or miſſion. Our bleſſed 
Lord Jz$vus in his own perſon ſent his apoſtles di- 
reAly into the miniſtry, delivered their commiſſion ro 
them with his own hands, and gave them orders a- 
bout their ſervice with his own mouth. As my Father, John xx. 
ſays he, hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. This was 21. 
plainly an i?mmediate miſſion and none had any thing ro 
do in it, but the perſon ſending, and the perſons ſent. 
After he had left this earth, and committed the care 
of his concerns here, to his apoſtles, under the Seixxr's 
conduct, they ordained elders in every church, where AQs xiv. 
they publiſhed the chriſtian faith, and gained converts. 23. 
And they gave it in charge to thoſe whom they or- Tim. 
dained, to commit the things which they heard from them :. _ 
among many witneſſes, to faithful men, that were able ; 
to teach others alſo, And this was a mediate miſſion ; 
that is, our Lord JEs vs, in theſe caſes, conveyed his 
commiſſion to his miniſters, through the hands of others: 
And he continues doing ſo, to this very day. 


As to St. Paul, who was the great apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, his caſe was peculiar. He had an immediate 
miſſion, and one that was mediate. too. He had an 
immediate miſſion from Cuxisr himſelf; and there- 
fore begins one of his celebrated Epiſtles in this man- 5 
ner: Paul an apoſtle, not of men, neither by man, bus Golat. 1. 
by JESUs CRRIST. CHRIS x called him to mini- 3+ 
ſterial work and ſervice directly from heaven. For we 
are told, he appeared to him in his way to the city 
of Damaſcus, and ſaid to him, I have appeared to thee A ꝗs xxvi 
for this purpoſe, to make thee a miniſter and witneſs, beth 15, Ge. 


of theſe things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things 
| | 2 in 


1, 4. 3» 
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in the which I will appear to thee, delivering thee from 
the people, and the Gentiles unto whom I now ſend 
thee ; to open their eyes, and to turn them from dark. 
neſs to light, And then he had a mediate miſſion too. 
Aftsxiii, For whereas there were in the church that was at An- 


tioch, certain prophets and teachers, we have an ac- 
count that as they miniſtred to the Lo RD and faſt- 
ed, the Ho LY GHOST ſaid, ſeparate now unto me 
Barnabas and Saul, for the work whereunto I have cal- 
led them. And when they had faſted and prayed, and 
laid their hands on them, they ſent them away. We lee 
the ordinary teachers of the church at Antioch, con- 
curred with the prophets in this ordination, and that 
by the direction of the HoLY GHOST. And if they 
could ſend forth and ordain an apoſtle, I think, by 
the way, tis highly abſurd for any to pretend that 
they were incapable of ordaining ſuch ordinary teach- 
ers as themſelves. I am very ſenſible that ſome are 


backward to allow this to be a proper inſtance of ordi- 


nation, becauſe St. Paul was ordained before by our 
Loxp himſelf. Bur others think * it was Go »'s deſign 
hereby to give a pattern or model of ordination, to 
the churches of the Genzzles that would afterwards 
ariſe. And in ſuch a caſe as that, it was no more 
improper, for St. Paul ro ſubmit to be ordained by 
prayer and impoſition of hands, notwithſtanding his 
eing ordained before, than it was for our Lord ] E-. 
SUS himſelf to be baptized, notwithſtanding that the 
great end of baptiſm could not be anſwered in his 
caſe, However it is obſervable, that both St. Chry- 
ſeſtomę and Oecumenius, do aſſert, that St. Paul was 
ordained to the apoſtleſnip at Antioch, and Bellarmine 
rakes ir from them. Alapide and Clarius are of the 
ſame mind. Dr. Hammond alſo falls in with them; and 
fo doth Dr. Alleſtree || and many others. 


No man can queſtion, but that they that had an 


immediate miſſion from CHRRISHTHIE SUS, were law- 


fully called and ſent into his vineyard. And there is in 


reality, 
* See Dr. Lightfoot. Vol. I. p. 289. 0 Rom. 
Pont. Lib. I. cap. 333. || See his Conſecration 


Sermon, Jan. 6. 1660, on As x11. 2. 
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reality, as little reaſon to queſtion, that they who can 
pretend td no more than a mediate miſſion, are yet as 
lawfully called, if they are inveſted by thoſe whom he 
has authorized to be ordainers of miniſters. For He 
having in his word ſignified his pleaſure that there 
ſhould be miniſters in his church, fixed the neceſſary 
qualifications, and pointed to the way in which they 
ſhall be ſeparated for that work and ſervice ; when 
they whom He hath appointed to be ordainers, do ſer 
any perſons apart for that office, who have the need- 
ful qualifications, they may as mach be ſaid to be ſent 
by CHRIS x into the miniſtry, as if he had called 
them to it by a voice directly from heaven: And if any 
oppoſe or obſtruct them, in the execution of their 
office according to the rule of the Goſpel, they inter- 


/preratively oppoſe and fight againſt CHRIS himſelf: 


ur then, 


2. Wx are alſo for diſtinguiſhing in this caſe, be- 
tween mens having authority given them in the con- 


e gregation, to ſend miniſters into the Lox D's vineyard, 
» by the Law of Carist, and according to ſcripture 


rules and precedents, and their having authority given 
them for the fame purpoſe, by the law of the land, or 
according to eccleſiaſtical uſage. Having this authori- 
ry from CHRIS r, by the ſignification of his will in the 
writings of the New Teſtament, 1s moſt certainly ſufficient 
to all chriſtian ends and purpoſes. But to. haye pub- 
lick authority given in this caſe, by. the laws po, rhe 
ſeveral countries in which they that are called to be mi- 
niſters are to exerciſe their office, is alſo deſirable. To 
ſay "tis neceſſary, is to leave the church in an utter in- 
capacity of having miniſters, withour the countenance 
of the magiſtrate. Bur rho! to have the law of the land, 
approving or confirming miniſters in their office or call, 
muſt be owned ro have its advantages, yer 1s it not. 
neceſſary, either to the truth or divinity of their call, or 
the validity of their miniſtrations. They that have a 
legal miſſion (or a legal confirmation rather, of their 
miſſion) may have emoluments and preferments ſecured 
to them, they may have more followers, be treated 


more honourably, and more plentifully provided for: 


But they that have a ſcriptural miſſion, have all that 
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& neceſſary to the approving themſelves to Go D, and 


warranting their miniſterial actions. 


Wax Biſhop Burner ſpeaks of the definition given 


in the XXIIId Article foremenrioned, of thoſe that are 
lawfully called and ſent, he ſays, © Thar this is put in 
% yery general words, far from that magiſterial ſtiffneſs 


* in which ſome have taken upon them to dictate in 


« this matter . Which is an argument of the wiſ- 
dom of the compilers. But then when he comes to ex- 
plain the matter, he by lawful authority, is for under- 
ftandir;g, © that rule which the body of the paſtors or 
e biſhops and clergy of a church, ſhall ſettle, being 
met in a body, under the due reſpect to the powers 
* that Go v ſhall ſer over them. This is i enough 
in all conſcience, and is far from leaving the ſame la- 


rirude as the Article itſelf does. That ſays, Thoſe 
< we ought to judge lawfully called and ſent, which be 
- © choſen and called to this work, by men who have 


* publick a pie 3 unto them, in the congrega- 
© tion, to call and ſend miniſters into the Loxp's vine- 
yard. And this muſt moſt certainly hold true, of 


thoſe to whomCur ISH gives authority in the congre- 


gation, by his word, as well as of thoſe, to whom men 
give authority in the congregation, either by their laws or 


; 


canons, or both rogether. And more than this amounts : 


to, we do not de- ſire, And now 


IV. LE Ir us go on to conſider, what evidence of a 
divine miſſion may upon good grounds ſatisfy the con- 
ſciences, both of miniſters and thoſe that attend upon 
their labours. The celebrated Monſieur Claude writing 
in defence of the Reformers, againſt a noted popiſh trea- 


riſe, intiruled, Juſt prejudices againſt the Calviniſts, gives it 
as his judgment, f Thar a call to the miniſtry, 8 but a 


relation that reſults from the agreement of three wills, 


© vix. that of Go p, chat of the church, and that of the 
40 perſon called. For, he ſays, the conſent of theſe three 
„ make all the eſſence of the call; and the other things 


* that may be added to it, as examination, election, 


* and ordination, are preambulatory conditions or figns, 
7 lign 


manner 
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* Burnet's Ex poſ. of the XXXIX Articles. pag. 257, 258. 
Defence of the Reformation. Part IV. pag. 59, 60. 


- and external ceiemonies, Which more reſpect the 
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manner of che call, than the call irſelf.” Where there 
is good evidence that all theſe three concur, there 
can be no reaſon for any remaining diſſatisfaction: And 
therefore I ſhall touch upon each diſtindtly, | 


As to the will of thoſe that are called to miniſterial 
work and ſervice, that is plainly neceſſary, and it is ſuf- 
ficiently declared, both in the eſtabliſhed church, and 
among us that diſſent from it. That no one can or 
ought to be forced, to enter into the miniſtry, without 


his full conſent, we readily agree: And perhaps it 
would be no eaſy thing to vindicate the proceedings of 


ſome of the fathers, who were for conſtraining lome 


' perſons to ſubmir to be ordained, whether they woul 
or no. Aman ſhould deſire the office, before he is put 1 Tim. 


into it. And I muſt own, I rake our method with re- ii 


ſpect to this, ro be more clear, and ſatisfactory, and 


unexceptionable, than that which is uſed in the eſta- 


bliſned church. Among them, it is demanded of the 


perſon to be ordained, Do you truſt that you arg inward- 


by moved by the Ho LY GRHOs r, to take upon you thi 
office and miniſtration, to ſerve Gop, for the promo- 


ting of his glory, and the edifying of his peop 2 A 
queſtion, that I doubt ſome that it is pur to, find 
it no eaſy thing to anſwer with a good conſcience. 
Whereas with us, tis only queried of the party to be 
ordained, Mhether hs intentions and ends in deſiring 
to enter into this calling are ſincere, and ſuch as they 


ought to be? Which queſtion is not ſo captious as the 
1 other , and may be anſwered with much leſs di fi culry. : 


As to the will of the church, and their deſire and 
conſent that ſuch perſons ſhould be ordained, (on 
which the learned Blonde! * ſhews us, ſo great a ſtreſs 
was laid in the primitive times) chere is this pro- 
viſion made under our eſtabliſhment, That ir is ſigni- 


| fied publickly to all the people that are preſent upon 


ſuch. occaſions, that if there be any that know any 
impediment or notable crime in the perſons preſented, for the 
which they ought not to be admitted, they ſhould come 
forth in the name of Gop, and ſhew what the crime 
ana ans ants ae: er 
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or impediment u. Whereas among us, the deſire of 
the people among whom the perſons that offer them- 
ſelves to be ordained, have with acceptation officiated 
for a longer or ſhorter time, as candidates, is often 
ſignified and expreſſed : And this is as plain a proof 
of the conſent of the church in the caſe, as can be 

retended | to be found in the other method; and per- 
Fs upon ſome accounts it may be preferable. 


AND then, as to the will of Go p in the caſe, we 
agree on both ſides, that that is not now any more |” 
immediately and expreſsly made known to the par- 
ties concerned, bur other men are intruſted with fig- 
nifying it. And for our part, we muſt acknowledge, 
we cannot ſee why that will is nor. ſufficiently no- 
tifyed in ſuch a caſe as this, when perſons have their 
commiſſion. delivered to them, by any ſuch as were 
themſelves miniſters, and have kept their character un- 
ſtained. With us, theſe are the men, that have pub- a 
lick authority given them in the congregation, by bim 
that called them into the miniſtry, to call and ſend 
miniſters into the Lo R D's vineyard, 


As to the eſtabliſhed church, we condemn them 
not for ordaining perſons ro the miniſtry by ſuperior 
| biſhops, to whom the law of the land has confined | 
them, if they would partake of the benefits and emo. wv” 
luments of the eſtabliſnment. In the mean time, we 
(expecting no ſhare in theſe) are content to be or- 
dained by the presbytery; which is therefore the more 
ſatisfactory to us, becauſe we find it was the practiſe 
even of the apoſtolick church, according to the idea 
of it with which the ſcripture furniſhes us; as ap- 
pears from St. Paul's ſaying concerning Timothy, Thar 
he received his miniftry by the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery. This we take for a ſufficient notification 
of the will of Go in ſuch a caſe, and they that re- 
fuſe to own it ſuch, as far as we can judge, are very 
unreaſonable. 8 | e | 


 *T1s true, the very ſame apoſtle, who in the text 
cited, ſpeaks of the ling on of the hands of the preſ- 
bytery, ſays. to Timothy. in another place, Stir up the gift 
of GoD which is in thee, by the putting on of my hands. 


be owned one of the moſt remarkable. 


hands upon him. Say then what you will, there Fe no 
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Many think it was the gift of the Horx Gn which 
the apoſtle meant here; and therefore are willing to ſup- 
f BY, the ſame alſo might be meant in the other Text. 


ut the different connexion of the two paſſages, ſeems 
ro give another view. For in the latrer place, the apo- 
ſtle is ſpeaking of Timothy's deſcent and good educa- 
tion, with the advantages that attended it, of which 
the gift of the Ho LY GRH VOS r after his baptiſm, muſt 
ereas in 
the former place, he is ſpeaking of his miniſterial 
work and ſervice; and then mentioning 4 gift given 
him by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery, it is moſt natural to underſtand ir, of his 


ordination to the miniſterial office. 


How ER, the two texts may be fairly enough 


accommodated, by ſaying, Thar both St. Paul and the 


presbytery, (chat is, all the elders and paſtors chat 


were preſent) laid their hands on Timothy when he 
was ordained : St. Paul as preſident in the action, 


and the other paſtors as collegues. And from hence 


the learned Daille on the place, gathers rwo things 


1. THAT a presbyter and a biſhop were of the ſame 


| office, order, and miniſtry, in the apoſtolick, church ;; 


as is alſo evident from many other paſſages in the 


New Teſtament. For the laying on of hands, which is 


the chief advantage that thoſe of the Hierarchy reſerve 


to 4 oof above a presbyter, is here expreſsly aſcribed 


to presbyters; St. Paul declaring that the "ſociety of preſ- 


 byters or elders laid hands upon Timothy, and that to- 
| gether with himſelf, he aſſociating them to himſelf in 


this action. And therefore he cries out, Who are you, 


O men, who of your own authority, have taken this right 
From thoſe to whom St. Paul left the enjoyment of it? 
And who judge thoſe hands that had the honour to be 
| joyned with thoſe of the apoſtle upon the head of Ti- 
mothy, unworthy to come near you? Be you what you 


will in other reſpects, your authority is too ſhort, to 
deprive them of a right which this great miniſter of 
JesuUs CuRiIsT aſcribed to them. Timothy was 


more than, any of you biſhops are, and yet the company 


of presbyters had a part in his ordination, and laid 
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Siſhop in the, church, bur what 4 company of preshyters | 


may lawfully conſecrate by laying on of their hands. 
And as for the contrivance, 
Bierarchichal men, who to avoid this blow, change the 
Bier? ſpoken of here and elſewhere in the New 


ſay, prelates that have juriſdiction over presbyters, ti: 
4 fiction of their own minds, which they lend to the 
4. writers, againſs all appearance of reaſon and 


2. Hs gathers alſo, That there was 4 great ſimplicity 
in the ordination of the firſt miniſters of the church, 
which was managed only with the laying on of hands 
and prayer, in oppoſition to the great heap of. cere- 
monies, that are partly vain, and partly ſuperſtitious, 
and unworthy of chriſtian gravity, all derived either 
From F which are uſed in the church 


of Rome, in con ecrating biſhops and miniſters, accort- 


ing to the direction of the pontifical. And for this 
reaſon alſo, a lover of true primitive ſimplicity, may 
very well be amazed, that there ſhould be any that 


call themſelves Proteſtants, (and much more that it 
mould be ſo in that which is boaſted of as che _ beſt 


ys he, of ſome of your 


eſtament, into biſhops of their own ſort, that is to 


conſtituted church in the world) that ſhould give the 
preference 10 ſuch ordinations as theirs, that are ſo 
| Juſtly exceptionable, before ſuch ordinations as ours, 


in which as there, is nothing foreign that is added, 


fo there is nothing can be pretended to be wanting, 
except it be the hand of a ſuperior biſhop, which 


never yet was proved from ſcripture to be neceſ- 
fary or expedient, where there is the laying on of the 
bands of the presbyrery. 


Ix a late diſſertation upon the Validity of the Ordi- 


ations of the Engliſh *, written in Freneh, by a di- 


vine of the church of Rome, and publiſned the very 
Year, it is over and ayer aſſerted, That in order 


te jud 

guiſp between what is eſſential to ordination, and what 

as not ſo, Tho this is a thing very plain in ey, 
OY an 


ds : 8 


+ Diſſertation fur 1a Validite des Ordinations des 
Anglois en 2 Vol. OR. a Bruxelles, 1723. | 


ge of the validity of ordination, we muſt diſtin- 
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aud that has been oft alſerted before, and not with: 
out reaſon, yet I the rather chooſe to cite this au- 
thor, becauſe 1 find ſeveral: of rhe eſtabliſned church; 


have à good opinion of his performance, and conſide- 


rable expectations, as to the effects it may produce. 
Now according to this maxim, our miſſion and or- 
dination as far as I can judge is clear: For we want 
nothing that the ſcripture repreſents as eſſential, ei- 
ther to a valid miſſion, or a regular ordination. 


Tu things on which the ſcriprure lays moſt ſtreſs 
in ordination, and which therefore muſt be moſt efſen- 
tial to it, relate either to the qualifications of the perſons 
ordained, ot the circumſtances of their ordination, or 


the charafter of the ordainers. 


0 
. | | 8 

As to the qualifications of the perſons that ate or- 

dained, in which St. Paul is very particular, we are free 1 Tim. il. 
chat all rhe world ſhould there judge between the eſta- J. Cc. 
bliſhed church and us. Without any undue aſſuming, we | 
therein pretend to take as much care as they do, ſo that 
chere is not any remarkable or ſcandalous deficienty a- 
mong us: At leaſt there is not any ſuch cauſe of complaint, 
as is made by the late bp. of Sarum, in his Diſcourſe of the 
Paſtoral Care, with reſpèect to tlioſe that are of the national 
church. Compatiſons I am ſenſible are apr to grate; 
and yet ſomerinies they may be needful. St. Paul thought 
ſo, when to check his Fewiſh antagoniſts, who re- 
proached him with contemptible weakneſs, he com- 
pares Himſelf with them, and cries ont, Are they ſo 5 
and ſo? ſp am I; and in ſome things, he even gives 2 Cor. ids 


 himifelf the ef. In like manner, we that are 22, 23» 


forced to diſſent from tlie national eftabliſhinenr, With 
reſpect ro the characters of thoſe that are ordained 
both among them and us, may ſay with ſafety: Are 
they regular and ſober in their lives and converſations; 
apt to teach, and likely ro be examples to the flock? 
ſo are we. Have they had a good education, and be- 
haved themſelves well in the whole courſe of it? ſo 
have we, Have they a competent knowledge of the 
tongues; of rational learning, of the Holy Scriprures, 
and of doctrinal and practical Divinity? ſo have we. 
Are they pretty generally in the intereft of the Civil 
Government under which we live, and likely ro 2 

rm 


* (18) 


firm in their adherence to the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, for | 


the ſettlement of which, we have all ſo much [reaſon 
to be unfeignedly thankfui ? ſo are we; and that uni- 
verſally, and without exception. Thus far I hope we 
ſtand our ground. 


To come then ro the circumſtance of Ordination; 
we know of none on which the Scripture lays any 
ſtreſs, but impoſition of hands, and prayer, with faſting :-. 
And theſe are not neglected by us, and we hope we 
are as careful in them, as thoſe who reckon rhem- 
ſelves ſo much above us; excepting ſome few among 
us, that queſtion the warrantableneſs of retaining the 
rite of laying on of hands, fince thoſe extraordinary 
gifts which at the firſt riſe of Chriſtianity, were 
commonly beſtowed upon the uſe of that outward 
fign, have been withdrawn :. And theſe for my part, 
J dare not condemn, or diſown for brethren, tho' I 


look von them as herein. under a miſtake, which 


I ſhould be glad they could rectify. 


lay ſtreſs upon, and that is, That we meet with no Or- 
dination in Scripture, in which there was not a con- 
cern of ſome one ſuperior to paſtors and teachers. And 


in reality, that the apoſtles and evangeliſts, and pro- 


phets roo, ſhould be concerned in an affair of this 
nature, when it was managed where and while they 
were preſent, was moſt certainly natural and proper : 


But that it follows from thence, that either apoſtles, 


prophets or evangeliſts, muſt be continued in the 
Church to perpetuity ; or that paſtors and teachers 
might not ordain others alone, when ſuch extraordinary 


remporary officers. were either abſent, or wholly, with- 
drawn and no longer remaining in the Church, has 


never (as I know of) been proved as yet. 


And now, nothing remains to be ſpoken to, but 
the character of the ordainers; my inlarging upon 


which ſeems needful, becauſe of the controverſy that 


hangs upon it, in which our brethren have not dealt 
ſo friendlily with us, as (all things being conſidered). 


might I think have been expected. 


TrzRe is yet another circumſtance which ſome 
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Taz v tell us, The ordainers ſhould be biſhops : 
In which we readily concurr with them, if they there- 
by mean ſcriptural biſhops, that is paſtors of chriſtian 
congregations, or worſhipping aſſemblies: But if they 
thereby mean, ſuch biſhops as have many churches 
or enen under their government, we muſt 
confeſs we know of no neceſſity of ir, either from 
Scriprure or the moſt primitive antiquity : Nor can 
we find biſhops of that ſort, for ſome ages, in any 
of the Churches of CRRIST. When they tell us 
over and over, That epiſcopacy was the primitive 
government of the Church, and of apoftolical inſti- 
rution, we own it as to paſtoral, but not as to dio- 
ceſan epiſcopacy, which are widely different : And we 
are therefore the leſs inclined to the latter, becauſe 
ir bids fair for the juſtling out the former. We 
can't ſee how from the bare names of biſhops in 
ſcripture times, any thing can be concluded in favour 
of prelacy, till the power of thoſe biſhops, rhe ex- 
rent of their dioceſes, and the qualiry of their under 
officers are adjuſted. e 


Wx are indeed for a concern of the paſtors of 
chriſtian congregations in the affair of ordination, both 
becauſe they are reaſonably to be ſuppoſed com- 
perent judges of the qualificarions of the candi- 

3 they are to act in concert with 
them afterwards in matters of common concernment; 
and alſo becauſe the Scriprures don't mention any as 
laying on of hands to ordain, who were not rhem- 
ſelves dignified with the miniſterial office, when they 
inveſted orhers with ir. Bur as to an higher chara- 
b TT 


% 


| A MONG the Few n every one thar was himſelf or- 
dained, had the power of ordination ; and I cannot 


' ſee Why ir ſhould be otherwiſe amongſt us Chri- 


ſtians: Nor would ir be an eaſy thing to give a 
good reaſon, why: he that is authorized to reach in 
the Church, may not commit that doctrine that has 
been intruſted with him, to others; or why he thar 
is himſelf impowered to adminiſter the Sacraments, may 
not miniſterially inveſt others Fu the ſame power. 1 


Matth. 


f 


; As for the commiſſion to go and teach all na- 


xxpiii. 19. Tong, &c. that makes no difference at all, between 


ordination, and other parts of the miniſterial office. 


If we judge by that, presbyters have as real a 


power to ordain, as to preach the Goſpel, baprize, or 
adminiſter the Lo R v's-Supper. Nor are preaching , 
and adminiftring the Lord's-Supper, offices that are 
really inferiour to ordination. Had that been the chief 
part of the work of miniſters, it is but reaſonable to 


ſuppoſe it would have had ſome particular notice taken 
of it in the commiſſion ; whereas neither that, nor 


adminiſtring the Lox * 5.0 is ſo much as men- 


tioned : And yet we may ſafely affirm, that neither the 


one nor the other of them are greater miniſterial acts, 
than the teaching and baptizing that are particularly 
mentioned: And therefore, I think we may gather, 


that they that are impowered for the one, are ſo al- 


ſo for the other. 


Wax therefore, they that are of the eſtabliſned 


| church, tell us that we have uſurped the miniftry ; our 
anſwer is, that we have only made uſe of a lawful 


right which Go» gave to his church, of ordaining 
miniſters by miniſters ; and we plead the miniſterial 
commiſſion as our warrant, which is given to miniſters 


as ſuch, and not to apoftles or evangeliſts, or any ſu- 
perior order only: And here we think ourſelves ſafe 


notwithſtanding their clamours. And when they go to 
frighren us, by comparing us with Corah, Dathan and 
Abiram, whom the earth ſwallowed up alive for re- 
volting againft Moſes and Aaron, as ſome have done, 


Infinuating that we can reaſonably expect no other 


than to be dealt with as they, we coneeive they 
ſtrangely forget themſelves, carry the matter much too 
Far, and inſtead of laying any foundation for our con- 
viction, really make themſelves ridiculovs. 


Warn they object, that by this courſe we bid 
defiance to the epiſcopal order, which was for a long 
time in ſole poſſeſſion of the power of ordination 3 we 
anſwer, that we never yet coald ſee ir proved that 
this confinement of the power of ordination, to biſnops 


as a ſuperior order is founded on any divine right. 
R — — W E N 
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Wu they in proof of that, alledge the epiſtles 
to Timothy and Titus, as appropriating the office of or- 


dination to perſons ſuperior to presbyters; we anſwer 


that the argument drawn from thoſe epiſtles depends 
wholly upon their dates, in which biſhop Pearſon wide- 
ly differs from all the learn men that went before 


him. And fince his {ſentiment upon that head was ſs 


lingular, and wholly made up of conjectures, we muſt 
be excuſed if we the leſs regard it, and take it for 
bur a weak ſupport of a matter on which ſo great a 
ſtreſs is laid. And beſides, the rules themſelves that 
are given in thoſe epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, about 
ordination, are far from confining that ſervice to per- 
ſons of their ſuperior character of evangeliſts, that 


were to ſupply the place of the apoſtles in their ab- 


ſence. They were indeed to do this as to ordination, 
at Epheſus and in Crete, while they continued there; 
but it no way from thence appears, but that when ſu- 
periour officers were withdrawn, any miniſters had a 
right and warrant to ordain others to the ſacred mi- 
niſtry, when they found rhe needs of the church re- 


quired it. 


Wren they talk to us of a clear ſucceſſion, and 
the neceſſity of it, which is exceeding common with 
them, we freely tell them, that we have among us a 
ſucceſſion of doctrine as well as they, and I hope we 
ſhall be careful to keep it from one age to another. 
And as to a ſucceſſion of perſons, we have that alſo, 
as far as it is any way needful. For when by the A# 


of Uniformity that took place in 1662, 2000 mini - 


ſters were at once ejected and ſilenced, they thought 
themſelves in duty bound, ro ardain others to rhe 
ſame office with themſelves, that ſo they whoſe con- 
ſciences would not allow them wholly - to acquieſce 
in the paſtoral care of thoſe that ſucceeded. them, 
might not remain without miniſters. - And à good 


number of the miniſters then ejected, | had epiſcopal 
ordination, nan vn Be E 
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* See Mr. Owen's Defence of Scripture-Ordinatlon, 
againſt the Exceptions of T. G6. | 


0 22) 


. 


whom they were ordained, did not give them power 
to ordain, tho' they did give them power to preach 


and adminiſter the ſacraments. But to that we an- 


. s 7 
. 
i 2 4 


ſpwer, that ordainers do not properly give power to 


thoſe on whom they lay their hands; either for the 
one or for the other, But the power is from CRIST. 
And if Curist when they were ordained, gave 
them a power to ordain, it matters not what was the 


deſign or intention of the ordainers, who had nothing to 


do to withhold ir, nor could they hinder their having 
it, when they ſer them apart to the work and office 
of the miniſtry. 


Ax b then as for thoſe among the ejected mini- 


ſters that had not epiſcopal ordination, but were or- 


dained after biſnops were put down, they had ſuch 
for their ordainers, as did themſelves receive orders 
from biſhops. And therefore our ſucceſſion is as clear 
as theirs. But how the epiſcopal character, as meant 
of dioceſan biſhops, can be {o eſſential, as to invali- 


date or nullify, or leſſen the value of orders given 


without it, we cannot imagine. 


Ir muſt 1 confeſs be owned that from the time of 
the council of Nice, ordination was reſerved to ſuperi- 


our > : Bur from the beginning it was not ſo. 


„that in his days, (chat is threeſcore years 
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PeRmAPS it will be (aid, that the biſhops by 
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thods had been tried, and great | | 
| years to little purpoſe, we have alſo the allowance of 
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&ion between biſhops and presbyrers, not being found- 
ed on the word of Go Dp, and the canon or regulation 
that reſerves the ordination of presbyters to ſuperiour 
biſhops only, being but humane, and not divine, is not 
immutable: And there may be good reaſons for va- 
rying from it. And ſuch reaſons we diſſenters have in 


this caſe, as we think cannot eaſily be anſwered, and 


ought not to be lighted. 


No x being able to fatisfy our conſciences, after the 


beſt inquiries we can make, to be wholly confined to 


the worſhip of the national church, (which has ſeveral 
things attending it, the lawfulneſs whereof appears ro 
us to be queſtionable) we have a right to form ſepa- 


/ rate aſſemblies for divine worſhip. For we muſt not live 
without divine worſhip, nor muſt we forſake the aſſem- Hebr. x. 


bling of ourſelves together; That is, indeed, the manner 25. 
of ſome, and of bur roo many : Bur we are freely warnr 
ed againſt ir by the apoſtle, as a thing of moſt per- 


nicious conſequence. And yet much leſs are we to- 


acquieſce in what our conſciences are not fatisfied in 
upon enquiry, which would be the way to be ſelf. con- 
demned. We have therefore both a natural and ſerip- 


tural right, to aſſemblies by ourſelves for the worſnip 


of the Great Go p. And at r * 7 me- 
verity uſed for many 


the law of the land, and our legiſlators have in this 
practiſe kindly taken us under their protection; which 
our fathers that went before us would have elteemed 
a great mercy : And if we do not endeavour to expreſs 
our gratitude for it both to Go p and men, we ſhall 


be inexcuſable. And if we have a right to aſſemblies 
by ourſelves for the worſhip of Almighty Gop , 


we have a right alſo to miniſters to carry on that 


_. worſhip among us, according to the goſpel rule. And 
ſince we cannot expect to have miniſters to preach to 
us, except they be ſent, we muſt take the method to 
. which the word of Gop directs us, in order to the 


having ſome lawfully called and ſent, that is, choſen 
and called to this work, by men who have publick autho- 
rity given unto them, in the 3 to call and 


ſend miniſters into the Lord's Vineyard. 
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Ir is indeed grievous to many of us, that a num 
ber of our countrymen, who have a great fondneſs for 
ſuperior biſhops, ſhould be prejudiced againſt us in 
our miniſterial ſervice, , for want of their laying on 
hands upon us in our ordination : And for that rea- 
ſon, tho we are far from thinking their concurrence 
neceſſary, we yet gladly ſhould have applied ourſelves 
to their Lordſhips, (who Bp. Burnet ſays, keep the Doors 
of the Sanctuary) and been thankful for their laying 
hands on us in ordination, had they bur: been free ro |. 
have given us orders, without any unſcriptural clogs ' . 
and impoſitions, any eath or ſubſcription : But when |, J, 
that could nor be hoped for, we think we may very 
warrantably defire ro be” excuſed, if we took that li- 
berry which our Saviour left us, of receiving or- 
dination from ſuch paſtors of churches as were free 
to lay hands upon us, without requiring our compli- 
ance with ſuch terms as were unſcriptural. And we 
humbly conceive that the very Act of Parliament 
which allows us our worſhipping aſſemblies, leaves us 
| alſo free liberty to provide ourſelves with miniſters ro 
officiate in thoſe aſſemblies, according to the direction 
of the ſacred Scriptures : And . therefore out of reſpect 

1 to the legiſlature, methinks our brethren whoſe ſenti- 

, : ments differ from ours, ſhould be the more ſparing in. 

p their reflections upon us upon theſe Occaſions. ws 


Tax generality of the difſenters are not however, 

ſuch enemies to epiſcopacy , as they that are under 

the eſtabliſhment commonly repreſent them. For be- 

fides that our fathers at the time of the Reſtoration in 

1660, would have freely ſubmitted to Biſhop Uſher's 

Reduction, and have acquieſced in ſuch an epiſcopacy 

as ſhould not have overthrown the paſtoral power of 

þ 1 2 cee ſo neither would moſt of thoſe that are ri- 

| ſen up in their room, ſcruple the ordinarily reſtrain- 

ing ordination to preſidents amongſt presbyters, or bi- 

ſhops, provided they pretended not to aſſume it by di- 
vine right, nor clog it with impoſitions that are un- A | 
ſcriptural. And to ſpeak the plain truth, preſidents a- \ 

Ong presbyters were all the biſhops which the church 

had for ſeveral ages, even after ſome difference was 
brought in between biſhops and presbyters: Nor 85 
they 
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they any farther differ than Rectors of Pariſh-Churches 
and their Aſſiſtant Curates, as My. Boyſe, has proved 
I think unanſwerably, in his Clear Account of the Anci- 

i ent Epiſcopacy, in the time of Clement, Ignatius, Irenæ- 
us, Cyprian and Ferom, and the reſt of the fathers *. 
After that biſhops were . diſtinguiſhed in the church 
from presbyters, they for ſome time were no more 
than the ſenior paſtors of ſingle congregations, that 
claimed only a primacy of order in the council of preſ- 
byters, and firſt laid on their hands in ordination. And 
ſuperiority of biſhops above presbyters was not gene- 
rally eſteemed a ſuperioriry of order and office; and 
it was aſcribed to no higher original than human con- 
ſtitution, by Ferom, Auſtin, Chryſoſtom, Theodoret, Sedu- 
ius, Primaſius, and Ambroſe among the ancients, as 
well as by Cranmer and others among our firſt re- 


formers. 


And in fact, presbyters have ordained as well as 
biſhops. Eutychius patriarch of Alexandria, who flou- 

i abour rhe year 933, gives us an account that 
St. Mark ſetting up Ananias to be patriarch of that 
church, eſtabliſhed twelve presbyters with him 4, to 
the end, ſays he, that when the See ſhould become 
vacant, it ſhould be filled by one of them, and that 
the eleven that remained ſhould lay their hands on him, 
and bleſs and create the patriarch: And that after- 
wards they ſhould chooſe and make another presbyter 
in his room, that ſo the number of twelve might re- 
main always complete. And St. Ferom who was more 
ancient than Eutychius, tells us, that in the church of 
Alexandria, down from St. Mark the evangeliſt, unto 
rhe biſhops Heraclas and Denn, the presbyrers always 
took out one from among themſelves, whom they placed 
in the higheſt ſear, and called him biſhop : After the 
ſame manner ſays he, as an army makes an empe- 
rour ; or as if the deacons ſhould chooſe one our gf 
themſelves, and call him their archdeacon. Caſſian 


alſo relates a ſtory of a certain young man named 
EASY at Daniel, 


printed at London in 8vo. An. 1712. 1 See 
Bp. Stillingflect's Works. Vol. II. pag. 492. + Vid. Seld. 
Eutych. Alex. Ec ſus Orig. in Comment. P. 29, 3% 


— 


(26) 


Daniel, who lived among the monks of Egypt, about 
the year 420, who was firſt ordained deacon, and af. 


terwards hay x „ by his abbor called Paphnuitus, 
who was hi 
us after Anaſtaſius , that after the death of pope Vi. 
ilius, in the year 555 Pelagius his Succeſſor received 
fis ordination at the hands of two biſhops and a preſ- 
byter of Oſtia, named Andrew. Which ſhews that even 
then, presbyters were not wholly excluded from the 
| right of ordination. Nor were they abſolutely exclud- 
ed in the 7th century, ſince we learn from Bede's hi- 
ſtory, that the monks and presbyters in the Iſle of Hy 


in Scotland, ordained presbyters or biſhops and ſent 
them into England, + | 


imſelf but a presbyter . And Baronius tells 


mi Kg 
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D n. Sherlock, not diſputing this fact, fays, I Thar 


the church of Rome allows the ordination of abbots 
ſovereign, who are only presbyters, to be both valid 
and regular H. But Bp. Floyd of Worceſter II difowns 
the fact, and poſitively aſſerts, that the ſenſe of Bede 
is miſtaken, . and that what the. Saxon Chroyiele has 
about this matter is a late Addon. And yet as zea- 
lous as that great man is to confute this which he 
1 the me, Aer ; of 4 Scottiſn ordination 7 
resbyters, which, he ſays, being formed by popiſh monks 
| the honour of their way, y been Dk up by 

ſome amongſt us, to give a colour of antiquity to 
their innovations, he yet it ſeems could with great 
patience bear abbeſſes electing monks to be ordained, 
and giving them a miſſion to go forth upon the work 


6 
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. 


of the miniſtry, and ſitting in Hnods, (which certainly 


is a much greater innovation than that which he in- 
veighs againſt) and diſcover no reſentment or uneaſi- 
nels || which I think deſerves obſervation. And af- 

8 | 1 ter 
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Bf. pag. 53. + Bed. Hiſt. Eccl. Gent. Angl. Lib. 3. 
I Vindic. of ſome Prot. Princ. pag. 102. tt Abbas fi 


eſt Presbyter, conferre poteſt Ordinem Clericalem. De- 


cret. Greg. Lib. 1. Tit. 14. C. 11. Innocent. 3. . Hi- 


ſtian Religion, [ See pag. 170, 171, 172. 


Caſſiani Collat. 4. cap. 1. + Anaſtaſ. de vit. Pon- 


Korical Account of Church Government, as it was in 
Great-Britain and Ireland when they firſt received the Chri- 
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f ter all, there is no ſuch evidence, either that there 
was a biſhop conſtantly reſident at Hy, or that they 


that were ſent out of Scotland into England were or- 


dained by that biſhop, as the aſſurance with which 


biſhop Floyd affirms ir, would have led us to have ex- 
pected *. And Sir James Dalrymple f, who was no 
contemprible antiquary, ſtill aſſerts, that Aidan's ordi- 
nation at Fcolmkzl, muſt have been by presbyters and 


not by_ biſhops. 1 


Bur tho' we ſhould entirely drop theſe ſcorrsſb 
ordinations, we have good evidence that fince the 
time referred to with reſpect to them, the Lollards 4 
here in England, and the Vaudois in Piedmont ||, (thoſe 
genuine remains of the FRIES Chriſtians,) had no 

ur what were ordained by 
mere presbyters. And upon the whole, I think we 
may juſtly conclude, that the laying on of hands in 
ordination, is a right that originally belongs,” td preſ- 


byters as ſuch; and rhar they cannot be alrogerher de- 


prived of it by human conſtitution; and that no ec- 
cleſiaſtical canons, or civil laws, can hinder that right 
from remaining annexed to their office, or deprive 


them of making uſe of it, when the neceſſities of che 
Church require them ſo to do- | als 


Ir is therefore much to be lamented, that we ſhould 
have any among us that ſhould run ſuch a lengrh, as 
to own no church, no miniſtry, no ſacraments, no ſal- 
vation, without epiſcopal ordination, in their confined 
ſenſe. I will here give you the words of Monſieur 
Claude, who was perhaps as great a man as moſt that 


the reformed Churches were ever bleſſed with. To ſpeak, 


my thoughts, ſays he, it ſeems to me, that this conſi- 
dent opinion, of the abſolute neceſſity of epiſcopacy, that 
owns no church, or call, or miniſtry, or ſacraments, or 


| ſalvation in the world, where there are no epiſcopal or- 


dinations, 


% o 4 N 
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-- * See Mr. Owen's Plea for Scripture Ordination. Page 
153, 154- 1 Collections concerning the Scottiſh 
Hiſtory. pag. 866 4 Walſing. Hiſt. Angl. ad an. 1389. 
p. 39. I Perrin. Hiſt, of Waldenſ. Lib. I. cap. 13+ 
pag. 62. | | | 


, 
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dinations, altho there ſhould be the true doctrine, tha 
true faith and piety there, which would make all religion 
depend npon a formality, and on ſuch a formality as is 
of no other than human inſtitution, cannot be looked 


upon otherwiſe, than as the worſt eharafter and mark ef 


the, higheſt hypocriſy ; a piece of Phariſaiſm all over: And 
F cannot avoid having at leaſt a contempt of thoſe kind 
of thoughts, and 4 compaſſion for thoſe that fill their 
heads with them *. I the rather cite this worthy di- 
vine in this caſe, becauſe time has been, when he 
has been pompouſly produced in oppoſition to the 


number of men of this. high principle is by this time 
on the decreaſing hand; and that there are not fo 
many that condemn the diſſenting miniſtry, as there 


has ſomerimes been. And yet 1 have ſome things to, 
offer to the conſideration of ſuch as are ſtill inclined 


that way, and of others alſo who have leſs affection 
for us than they ought to have, tho' they don't run 


Fogg diſſenters, I would hope indeed, that the 
e 


| 


\ | 


7 
f 


Y | 


their length: And I ſhall. propoſe them promiſcuouſly, 


leaving ir to you to make your own uſe of the hints 
given, as opportunities may preſent. 


Lx x it then be conſidered, That they that appear 
to be ſet againſt us that are Diſſenters, are much more 
ſevere upon us, than either our principle or our 
temper will allow us to be upon them; or than we 
can perceive the rule of doing as we would be done 
unto would juſtify. As canonical as they pretend to 
be in their proceedings, we want not for objections 
againſt their ordinations, if the canons be regarded 1. 
Jo us we muſt own it appears a little too aſſuming, 
for their ordainers to pretend to ſay to thoſe on 


whom. they lay hands, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Nay, 
af we were ſo diſpoſed, we could make more ob- 
jections than they could eafily anſwer, againſt a 


number of thoſe whom they ordain, both as to their 
intellectuals and morals ; and alſo againft their com- 


mon way of managing their examinations, and let- 
| | ns 
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* Defence of the Reformation. Part IV. p. 96. 
I Soe Ower's Plea for Scripture Ordination. pag. 162. 
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they have not che inferior orders of 


ſtitution And when they object 


9 


ters teſtimonial, and other particulars; (and ir is 
ſcarce pollible it ſhould be otherwiſe with any that 


have bur read biſhop Burnets Diſcourſe ; 4 the Paſtorgl 


Care;) And yet we are far from condemning them 
in the lump, as they too commonly do by us. We 
freely own their miſſion, if they are but ſuitably qua- 
lified; we hearrily rejoyce in their uſefulneſs ; we bid 
them God-ſpeed ; and as truly pray for their ſucceſs 
as for our own. 3 V 


Lx it be farther cenſidered, That many of theſe 
gentlemen not a little expoſe themſelves and religion 
too, by laying their main ſtreſs under the head 
of orders, on a thing which they never can prove, 
and that is, an uninterrupted ſucceſſion from the days 
of the apoſtles. This ſvcceflion has in fact been oft 
interrupted; and yet they talk of it with as much 
aſſurance, as if nothing were more plain and evident. 
Perſons that obſerve this, are naturally the leſs apt 
to regard them in any thing elſe that they advance; 
and I doubt ſome are driven into ſcepriciſm, and ſhaken 
in their foundations. This is very unhappy.; and the 
more ſo, becauſe it may upon good Sronnes FS o 


ſerted, that upon this principle, it is not poi 


any miniſter that is, to know himſelt, or for another 
ro know him, to be a true miniſter of Ixsus CHRISx. 


Religion cannot bur ſuffer by ſuch things as theſe. 


Wir RAHALL; when theſe unkind brethren of ours, 
take a liberty ro run-down us that are diſſenters, a 
make our miſſion contemptible, they ſeem quite to 
forget what is neceſſary to the defending of their own 
miſſion, in oppoſition to thoſe of the church of Rome. 
When it is abjected againſt them by the papiſts, that 

*. 5, acolyths, 
exorciſts, readers and porters, all the anſwer they have 
ro return is, That theſe. were only of eccleſtaſtical in: 
; againſt us, that 
we have not ſuperior biſhops ; we make the very ſame 


* Burnet's Preface to his 
the Church of England, 


| ( 


anſwer, and fay; That they are only of eccleſiaſtical 


inſtitution, and we meet not with them in Scripture. 


Now if their anſwer be ſufficient, ours muſt be ſo too; 
which they ſeem altogether to forget. Biſhop Burnet 
ſpeaking of the objection which Bonner made againſt 
the ordinations of the Church of England in the days 
of Q. Elizabeth, is forced to bring in a diſtinction, 
between rhe validity of ordinations, as they are ſacred 
performances, and at they are legal actions, with rela- 
tion to the national conſtitution “. And if this di- 
ſtinction will bring them off, (as I muſt own I think 
ir will) ir will do us equal ſervice. The papiſts 
as much run- down their miſſion as they can do 
' ours; and tell them that their miniſters have no call, 


no ordination. no ſucceſſion: And methinks their meet- 


ing with ſuch treatment themſelves, ſnould learn them 
to treat others with more candor. 


Ap pet it is eaſy to be obſerved, that they are 
commonly more favourable to the papiſts than they 
are to us, notwithſtanding that they know we ſo en- 
rirely agree with them, in the ſame rule and articles 


of faith, and the ſame ſubſtantials of worſhip ; where- 


1 * 
. 


by "they ive to them who ſo widely differ from them 


= in faith and worſhip, great matter of boaſting. 
This is plain from their ordaining afreſh thoſe that 


were ordained among us, when they go over to them; 


whereas if any can prove their being in orders in the 
church of Rome, no farther ordination is inſiſted on, 
* their coming over to the church of England. 
This is rouched on with a great appearance of ſatiſ- 
faction, by Abbot Renaudot in the Memorial he pub- 
liſhed about the ordinations of our Engliſh church t, 
Which he intirely nullified; which Memorial is an- 
ſwered, in the late Diſſertation on. the Validity of the 


Ordinations of the Engliſp, which I mentioned be- 


fore. This abbot in the laſt article of his Memorial 
Expreſſes himſelf thus: But, ſays he, ic is remarkable , 
N ——ꝝ— = — Fea FER — — 
Dee Burner 1 the XXXIX Articles. p. 32222 

T Voyez le Livre de M. L'Abbe Gould, intit. La Ve- 


ritable Croyance:de.,I'Egliſe Catholique, &c. Imprimè à | 


Paris Chez J. B. Coignard, Edit. de 1729, pag. 183, 


that 


>» 


| (31) 


that the very ſame reproaches that we, caſt on theſe 


Gentlemen, (meaning thoſe of the Church of England) 

F on the head of the nullity of their Ordinations, they alſo 

caſt on the French Calviniſts, ſince they allow not their 

Miniſters, to preach _— them, nor diſcharge any other 

eccleſiaſtical function, till they are ordained anew, as 

being before without any character. They do not, ſays 

he, take the ſame method with the apoſtate prieſts and 

mans of the Cathelick Church, (meaning the Church of 

Rome) whom they receive with joy, and with open arms, 

„without ordaining them anew, provided they ſhew them 

their orders in good form. This, as the abbot obſerves, 

is remarkable indeed, and we have as much reaſon 

to take notice of it as he: But then ar the ſame time 

I Lit is very ſhameful and ſcandalous. Shall they that 

come as miniſters from the ſworn enemies of the R x- 

FORMATION be owned, and they that are ordained 

miniſters among Proteſtants be diſowned ? Shall they 

that ſpring out of the very loins of Antichriſt, (which 

11 2 the Homilies give to the pope) be careſſed, and 

— they that had hands laid on them by faithful Goſpel- 

miniſters in the mean time be rejected? This me- 

thinks does not diſcover any great zeal for Truth, Pu- 

rity, or Reformation: This is the ready way to cur 

ourſelves off from the body of the foreign Proteſtants, 

to the gratification of ſuch as are intent upon extir- 
pating the Northern Hereſy! 


Ir is methinks a little hard, that the ordinations of 
perſons condemned as Hereticks, of Arians, Meſſalians, 
Neſtorians, Pelagians, Eutychians, and Monothelites, ſhould 

have been all along owned in the Church “, becauſe 

\| they rerained the eſſentials of Ordination, and ours be 
rejected as worſe than any of them: Bur for the orders 
of the moſt bigotted Papiſts ro meet with approbation, 

and ours in the mean time to be contemned, as far as 
we can perceive, neither ſnews judgment nor candour, 
prudence nor charity, in thoſe concerned. 


 _ A6a1n, As for thoſe that are of the ſtamp fore? 
mentioned, let them pretend what they will, they ap- 


* Morin, de Ordin. cap. 10, 11. Exercitat. 7. 
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and real Religion, that would become them. If we 


carefully obſerve them, we may perceive that many 


of them while they ſtrain at a gnat can yet ſwallow 
a camel. Thus the author of the Regale & Pontifi- 
£ate, . appears as concerned as if all his religion was 
going, if an ace was to be abated in the uninterrupt- 
ted ſucceſſion from the apoſtles, which ſeems to have 
been a fundamental point with him: And yer he 
could take no {mall pleaſure in the thoughts of a fan- 
cied union with the Gallican Church, tho it muſt have 


had the worſhip of images, and the doctrine of tran- . 


ſubſtantiation, and other errors and impurities attending 
it, And our famous Mr. Dodwell wich all his learns 
ing, while he left thoſe that were not within his pecu- 
. tium, and could not pronounce his ' Shibboleth to the 
uncovenanted mercy of Go p, ſtood up for an immor- 
ralizing ſpirit conferred in Bapriſm, and ſo left the reſt 
of mankind, to ſtand upon a level with the beaſts 
that periſh, | bs 4 


Fon my part, tho' I am too ſenſibly convinced, 
chat the Diſſenters are far from being ſo good as 
they ſhould be, and I could wiſh they had nor loſt 
much of that ſpirit of piety, for which they from 
whom they ſpring were ſo eminent and remarkable, 


yer I am entirely of opinion that had they failed, and 


had not a ſucceſſion of well qualified miniſters been 


kept up among them, real Religion would have ſuf- 
fered very conſiderably all over the land, and I am 


very well ſatisfied J am far from being ſingular in 


that ſentiment. Had we had no miniſters among us, 


bur thoſe of the Eſtabliſped Church, tis with me paſt 
queſtion, we had long &re this pretty generally bid 
adieu to afternoon ſermons ; nay, for ought I know, 
Homilies might have bid fair for the .thruſting our 
FOR, and reading of. prayers might by this time 
have been the only divine-ſervice in many of our 
cChurches; and feeking after preferment would almoſt 


univerſally, have juſtled out concern for Religion, and 


the ſalvation of the ſouls of men. And if the Diſſenters 


have in this reſpect been a preſervative, and the pub- 


lick has the benefit, I think they deſerve thanks, and a 


little 


89 Jo nts a N r 
pear not to have that true value for Faith and Piety, | 
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* regard, from thoſe that have the intereſt of Re: 
gion at heart. | 


Bur why ſhould men that in other things value 
i themſelves much upon their improvements beyond thoſe 
that have gone before them, in ſacred matters. (which 
if they have any reality in them, are certainly the moſt 
momentous of any) lay a ſtreſs upon little niceties, to 
the neglect of much gretaer matters! Biſhop Burnet 
owns, Thar the true touchſtone of a Church, muſt be the 
parity of her Doctrine, and the conformity of her Faith 
with that which CARRIST and his Apoſtles taught. 
And he adds, That in this the Scriptures are clear and 
Plain, to every one that will read and confider them ſin- 
' |. cerely and without prejudice *, And indeed the thing 
| ſpeaks for itſelf. Certainly it much more concerns all 
a 5 love and value their fouls, to be farisfied that that 
which is preached to them is truly the word of Go p, 
than that they by whom it is preached unto them are ſer 
apart to. the miniſterial office with any particular for- 
mality. If a man was ordained by the greateſt Biſhop 
in the univerſe, nay, by the hands even of an apoſtle, 
if he brought another Goſpel than that which we have 
received from CHRIST and his diſciples, . whoever 
ir was that ſent him we ſhould have no reaſon to re- 
ard him, we might warrantably turn our backs upon 
| Ko and St. Paul's caution would therein bear us our. Gal. i, 3. 
Whereas if a man was ordained but by inferiour mi- 
niſters, if ir be rhe real Goſpel of Cym1sr which 
he preaches, it would be ar our peril for us to refuſe 
to liſten to him. Tho" perſons may ſeem to have ever 
ſo clear a Miſſion, if inftead of preaching the Truth 
that is delivered in the ſacred Scripture, they oppoſe 
it; if with gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones, they intermix 1 Cor. iii, 
wood, hay, and ſtubble, which is the way of too many, 12. 
they have no authority therein to require our regard? 
But if it be Truth that they deliver, tho perhaps not 
in the way that might to us be the moſt agreeable, we 
I fhould do well to conſider that ſaying of our SAT- 
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ö 1 Vindication of the Ordinations of the Church of 
| England, pag. 106. 


viovuR's that I have touched upon before, He that l. 
not againſt us, is for us. | 


e any thing of that kind, in reality be more 
ſenſeleſs, than for men to lay more ſtreſs on the 
character of the ordainers, than the qualifications of 
the ordained? And yet this is done by a number a- 
mong us, who with open arms receive Arians and 
Pelagans, if epiſcopally ordained, while they reject the 
moſt Orthodox, and beſt qualified perſons that are, if 
ordained . by presbyters. Let it be counted ever fo 
ſtrange; it is yet a great truth, that there are ſeveral 
to be met with that are of ſuch a temper, that if a 
man has only Presbyterian ordination, let him be ever ſo 
well furniſhed, ever ſo faithful in the diſcharge of his 
office, or ever ſo careful that it is truth that he delivers, 
they will yet run him down as an uſurper, and all his 
adminiſtrations ſnall with them be null and void, merely 
becauſe he had not a legal Biſnop to lay hands upon 
him when he was ordained. Whereas on the other 
hand, let a man be ever ſo deficient in his qualifi- 
cations, ever ſo weak in his intellectuals, or irregu- 
lar in his life, the hands of a Prelate having been 
upon his head, makes amends for all; he ſhall be court- 
8 and careſſed, and all his adminiſtrations reliſned 


and applauded. This is unaccountable! And it is 


equally ſo, to ſuppoſe that a ſuperior Biſhop that has 
little of real Religion in him, (which may ſometimes 
prove the caſe) ſhould have it in his power, to keep 
one from being of the number of the miniſters of Ixsus 
CARIST, who is endowed by the SeIRIT with 
excellent miniſterial gifts and graces, tho' he devotes 
himſelf to that ſervice, and is ſolemnly ſer apart for 
it: Or, that he ſhould have power to make a miniſter 
of another perſon, that was never deſigned by GO 
for: that office; as is plain by his not being furniſhed 
with any ſuitable abilities for ir, or nor being diſpoſed 
in ſuch a manner as to be any way likely to prove a 
credit to ir. Theſe are ſuch groſs abſurdities, that it 


is really an amazing thing, they ſhould ever be ad- 

mitted by men of common ſenſe. And it were no dif- 

ficult thing to reckon up a great many more, to which 

ſuch ſort of notions are expoſed, but that I think it 

needleſs, and have already exceeded bounds. , 
| Fon 
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pon a Cloſe of all chen, I wore, That we fliould 


j 


þ \' heartily beg of Gov to diffuſe wiſdom and a better 


ſpirit among us on all hands. Let us (my brethren) 
take heed of running into ung of the faults we con- 
demn others for. Let us, both miniſters and people, 
be ſatisſied with defending and clearing our own” miſe 
fion, and evidencing that ix is Truth that is publiſhed 
and owned among us, without cenſuring or condemn- 
ing our brethren. Should any of __ CarrsrT 

ont of envy or ſtrife; ſhould they rake pleaſure in defaming 
and reproaching us, and ever and anon fill: cheir diſ- 
cCourſes with ſpleen and bitterneſs, ſeeking to turn the 
hearts of the people againſt us and our miniſtry, let 
us not return them like for like: Bur let us on the 
contrary” imitate St. Paul, in rejoycing. that CATS IT 
is preached. There moſt certainly is room enough for 
any that are willing to take pains to demoliſh the ſtrong 
holds of Satan, and promote the intereſt of ſerious 
Piety. No hands can well be ſpared. For the har- 
veſt truly is great, but the labourers are few in propor- 
tion. Let us therefore do our endeavour to ſtrengthen 
their hands in their ſervice, tho they ſhould do what 
| ny can to weaken ours. Let us provokg them to love 
to good works. And tho' three moſt glorious op- 
porrunities for a Coalition of the Church and Diſſenters 
| have been moſt unhappily loſt, I mean the time of 


| the Reſtoration, the diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot, and 
| the Revolution, yer let us live in hope, that a time yet 


may come, when an uniting and healing ſpirit may 
prevail: And let us do what we can to promote it 
by our prayers. | | 


AN» in the mean while, ler us rake what Care we 


an equal ardour. Let us remember, that Gov is 
Love, and carry it as perſons fully ſatisfied that they 
that have the trueſt, rhe moſt generous, and the 
, moſt extenſive Love, have the moſt of Gow in them. 
And then, tho' it ſhould fo fall our that our eyes 
ſhould be cloſed by death, and we laid in the duſt 
with our fathers, before our prayers for a deſireable 
accommodation are anſwered; we might depend upon 
F F _ meeting 


can that Vital Religion may not ſuffer by our dif- 
ferences. Let us purſue Truth, Purity, and Love, with 


Phil. i. 


Luke B. 2. 


Heb. X. 


24+ 


1 Joh. iv. 
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meeting not only thoſe that were faithful, who ate 


d 


upon che ſame principles with ourſelves, but as many 
o of thoſe of different ſentiments, as loved the Lord 
Js$vs CAHRISy in fincerity, in the bleſſed life above, 
in which there will be nothing like claſhing or interfe- 
ring, but 1 705 union love and harmony will reign 
for ever and ever. 1 | 


: 


Ab we GH D 12 inſinite merey, bring 


Wera ſafe to the happy and glorious ce- 
Lleſtial world, through l he peas and in- 
1H. 2 terceſſion our Bleſſed RE DEEME R, 

* — who. with the FATHER and the E- 


| Amen. 


 gernal SptRIT, liveth and reignetb, 
' "One GOD, ' through everlaſting Ages. 
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Jour church has fully declare 


when the power was in the hands of the Archons. 


angel ts, paſtors, and teachers ; _ yet there may not at firſt have 
Wha Ae 
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A LzTTEx to the gegn Author of a Pam- 


£ WS * 1 0 2 ' — 19727 15 1 
*1 phlet intitled, The Miniſiry of Diſſemers provid to 0 
. . null and void, from Scripture and Antiquity. 
STR, PAP ah nts | zal bomb, wn? & 
= RETURN. you thanks for your. ciyility, in your 
| nameleſs Letter to me; and take it to be the more re- 


markable, becauſe of the warmth of your temper, - and 
the great contempt you diſcover, of the principle which 


I appear d in defence of. I have no diſpoſition to multiply twelve- 


penny pamphlets, and therefore ſhall content m 
remarks on what you have publiſh' d. And, | | 

1. I obſerve your book is far from anſwering your title: For 
I don't 7 you have brought any Scripture at all to prove the 


yielf with a few 


28 of our miniſtry, and your proof from antiquity is very de- 
fective. 25 2 95 3 


That which looks the moſt like Scripture proof, you expreſs 
thus, p. 21: If our Saviour founded the gourrnment and order of his 
Church, in the apoſiles and their ſucceſſors, who were biſbops in the preſent ſenſe 


of the word; if they were the only perſons appointed for the goverment of his 
Church, and the ordination of others; then it is plain, that any perſon that 


takes upon him to ordain, without the like commiſſion, entreth not the ſheep 


fold by the door, but by ſome other way, ant is inconteftably a thief and 


robber. And taken this way it is your argument: But let it be 
inverted and it becomes mine, For, if the apoſtles were nor biſpopr in 


the preſent ſenſe of the word, and mere not the only perſons appointed by Chriſt 


for the ordination of others ; then perſons who take upon them to ordain, tho? the) 
are not biſhops in the preſent ſenſe of the word, (provided they haue but the 
e ERIN that Chriſt requires in ordainers) cannot be iuftly charged with 
brinzing men into the ſhe fall any other way than by the door, a conſe- 


| tec neither they themſelves, nor ſuch as they ordain, are thieves or robe 
bers. The queſtion is, 


which of theſe arguments is moſt ſcrip- 
tural? You ſay yours: And if any are diſpos'd to take your af: 
firmation for proof, 'tis not in y power to help it. I envy 
them not their ſatisfa&ion. FE 
© Your proof from antiquity, is very defectiye. You tell us in-: 
deed, p. 5, That Epiſcopacy (without all maniter of perad venture) was as 

Fg 4 apoſtolical inſtitution: Which looks as 
y h infallible. You quote Mr. Hooker's 


if you reckon'd your church it e Mr. Hooker" 
argument, draw from the ſucteſſon of paſtors, in the ſeveral cities where 


he poſe dd plan ori, i the ſer if mn ape or poſlical mim 
But that ne more proves that there was from 'the firſt a' proper 


prelate in all thoſe cities, than the name of the Eponumor, proves 
that there was a proper king in the city of K the time 


ou contend for, p. 19, may be granted you, without our running 
any hazard at all; viz. That the apoſtles were a diftin® order from the 


been 


at you ſay 


* 


60 
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was confined. For the apoſtles, as ſuch, had no ſucceſſors. If 
indeed you had once prov'd that che laying on of u biſhop's 
hands, was the only way for ordination, that Chrift had appoint- 
ed, or does approve, you had carried your point... Againſt this 
I have offered Gal things that have been enfgged- on by 
others, of which you did not think fit to take any notice. 
Thac which you ſhould have proved you have only taken for grant- 
ed p. 19, and oft elſewhere : and therefore you have no right at 


all co the conſequence you draw p. 29, that ihe miniſtration of thoſe 
that enter into the Lords wg 16 another way muſt 'be null and invalid : 


That is but a weak and haſty, an unbrotherly and groundleſs 
3 that affords more proper matter for repentance than 
— as FR Ty 


2. In ſome caſes you charge me wirh inconſiſtency, where 
you your felf run into plain miſtakes. I exprefly declared in 


my preface, that I had long been of the opinion, «that Bp. Stillingfleet de- 


clared for in his Irenicum; viz. That no one, particular form of Church 


government is of Divine appointment: And yet you will have it, p. 4, 
, That I own form of Church government in the Apiſiles, eſtabliſhed even 

b our Saviour himſelf; wherein * really abuſe me. I 

deed a miniſtry in the Churc 


to be. of Divine appointment ; 


and that Chriſt called his Apoſties into that miniſtry : But nei- 


ther in the place referred to, nor any where elſe, do I own. any 


particular form of Church-goyerament fixed by Chriſt or his 


Apoſtles. You tell me indeed, that if Chriſt is the ſender' by the 
miniſtry of men, then he has left ſome particular form of Church-government 
behind him, which is moſt certainly of Divine 17 

for my part, I cannot ſee but that Chri 
in his 


having . fixt a mini- 
Church, and ordered that they that are themſelves 


in that miniſtry ſhould take care to ordain others, may upon 


about their managemenr, (among themſelves, or with regard 


come up to that, till I meet with better proof than I 


I reckon the cauſe. which I undertook the defence of, to be but 


fa far owned the 234 article of your church, as to be 


od grounds be ſaid to be the ſender by the miniſtry of men, though 
be ſhould have left his miniſters no ſuch particular directions 


to their flocks) as either amount to a form of Church. government, or 
need debar them of a liberry to ſuit themſelves in their ſeveral 
oceedings, to times, ſeaſons and circumſtances. And there- 
ore though you tell me again, in that very page, that I ac- 
knowledge there was a particular form af government appointed by aur Sa- 
viewe, yet I muſt again aſſure you, you do me N. cannot 

ave ſeen as 
yet. And upon this account, I ſhall add, that when you after- 


wards tell me, p. 43, that St. Jerome was no ſuch flanch advocate 


Jar the preshyterian form of Church-government, &c. ſuppoſing you to 
be therein in the right, it does not much move me, becauſe 


4 


J ESD. ooo: n 

Again, I had declared for myſelf and my brethren, that we 
as much 
- vgainſt 


| 


r Naa 
been any dioceſan bihops, to whom the power of ordination 


own in- 


ointment, . 19: But 
IX 


common cĩtations from the Fathers, both becauſe I had not ſcope 


Em 


ion of the paſtoral authority, without « mit. 


againſt an uſt 


on, as your ſelves: And you tell me, p. 16; that I give up the 
neceſſity of a lamful call, Hy allowing the officiating of cardidatts. By this, 


and what follows, you plainly ſhew you do not diſtin&ly know 
what we mean by Candidates, Allow me therefore to tell you, 
that we are far from reckoning them to have a miniſterial au- 
thority, or to be capable of adminiſtring ſacraments, &'c. They 
to whom we give that name, are only perſons that have finiſh 
their preparatory ſtadies, and been tried by competent 1 as 
to their abilities, and (good evidence being produced of their 
regular life and converſation) are by them gllowed to preach 
as probationers, till having a call from ſome worſhipping ſocie- 


ty, to adminiſter all ordinances among them, they are ordained 
and entred into the office of the miniſtry. And I am to ſeek - 


for the inconſiſtency between allowing ſuch to officiate as pro- 
bationers, and the owning the neceſſity of a lawful call. Theſe 


are no more intruders into an office nat belonging to them, than thoſe 


of ſtanding in one of our univerſities, that perform college ex- 
erciſes in the chappels there, before they take orders. They are 
I chink as much to be juſtified in their preparatory eſſays with 
ſuch tryals foregoing, as Frumentias and in their endeavours 
to inſtruct people in the principles of chriſtianity, and bring them to join in 
prayer and communion with them, (as you yourſelf expreſs the mat- 


any trial or examination at all, as to their ſufficiency. _ 
3. There are ſome things in your Letter that a pear to me al- 
together inexcuſable. I had referred to Mr. Boyſe's Clear Account 


ter, P- 17) before ever they were ordained, or had paſt through 


of the Ancient Epiſcopacy , Printed in 1712, for full proof that 


Biſhops and Presbyters no farther differed in the firſt ages of the 


Church, than rulers of port churches and their aſſiſtant Curates 
had ſignified, that in my opinion no great- 


donow among us: And 


er ſervice could be done to modern epiſcopacy, (as ſupport is 
fetched for it from the firſt writers of the church) than by re- 


turning an anſwer to his laboured performance. And now come 
you, who as you ſay, P. 4, tale upon you to return an anſwer, and tell 


me, that you had never ſeen or heard of this Book. before, p. 44, But, 
good Sir, could you not have enquired for it, and either bought 
or borrowed it ? I therefore referred to him for the clearing the 


for inlarging in a ſingle Diſcourſe; and alſo becauſe I ſaw no 
occaſion for attempti 


ſo well before. Now for you to inſiſt ſo nd pale thoſe yery 


Fathers, which I told you he had cleared, and ſo lightly by 


ſuch a book, as might (for any thing you knew) have given you 


ſatisfaction had you but taken the pains to peruſe it, has 1 con- 
eſs but an odd aſpect. And for you that had never ſeen this 
performance, to tell me, That notwithſtanding My. Boyſe's demonſira- 
Five proofs, you will take upon you, p. 46, to ſay ſo and fo, concern- 
ing Ignatius and Clemem, &c. ſeems rather 2 than 2 


* 
. * 


% \ 


to do oyer again, what had been done 


. 
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-and-but little becomes one that is ſo free in blaming others for' 

backwardneſs to be convinced, as you are upon ſome occaſions. 

And when you at laſt proceed ſo far, as to beg to know what reaſon 1 

bave to triumph, in that unanſwerable book of My. Boyſe's concerning the 
nion of the Fathers, in favour of Presbyterian ordinations ? Tis too \ 

Yidiculous to deſerve any other anſwer than this ; That when you | 

have read the book, you will ſee and be able to judge. In the 

mean time, I for your own fake, make it my requeſt to you, ⁵⁶⁵ 

to get the ſight of it, and give it the reading, before you offer 

to write, or at leaſt to cite the Fathers, any more upon the 

ſubje c. ieee 0 

Nor is it in my apprehenſion a thing eaſily to be excus'd, for 

you to pretend to write an Anſwer to a Diſcourſe of ſuch a 

nature, and overlook ſo many of the things it laid ſtreſs upon, | 7 

| 


* 


and a number of the moſt pungent paſſages that are to be met 
with in it. I diſtinguiſhed, p. 12, 13, between #hoſe to whom Chriſt 
gives authority in the congregation by his word, and thoſe to whom men 
give authority in the congregation, either by their laws or canons, or both 
together: And p. 32, have inforced this diſtin&ion by a citation 
from Bp. Barnet, who in Bonner's caſe was forced to diſtinguiſn, 
between the validity of Ordinations, as ſacred performances, and as 
legal actions, with relation to the national conſtitution. But this 
you paſs by, with only asking, p. 29, By whom is this authority 
given them? To which queſtion. I had laid in an Anſwer before, 
by declaring, p. 12, That our miniſters ' hav? their authority from | 
Chriſt, by the /unifications of his Will in the Writings of the New Te- / 
ſtament. And, as light as you make of this, tis the very hinge 
of the whole controverſy. And therefore your offering nothing 
but your bare aſſertion to the contrary, will very difficultly 
Admit of an excuſe. 4 MOL ITS THT: SELL Vo” 

I alſo complained with ſome freedom, (and I thought not WI 
without reaſon) of the great want of charity in our brethren | 
of the Eſtabliſhed Chnrch, towards us that are D/ſenters ;'and could 

not forbear expreſſing my concern, both that many of 'them 


' SFhould run to that extremity, as to own no church, no'miniſtry, 


no ſacraments, no ſalvation, without epiſcopal ordination in 
their confined ſenſe; and alſo that they ſhould be more uncha- 
ritable to us, tho” we agree with them in all the eſſentials 
of faith and worſhip, than the Church has generally been 
For ſeveral ages, towards avowed hereticks : And that they 
who upon ſome occaſions can beſpeak us ſo kindly, ſhould 
Prefer popiſh ordinations to ours, as if the hand of a Biſhop 
was more neceſſary than Truth, Purity or Charity. I alſo re- 
preſented it as unaccountable, that they ſhould not only 
forget that in ſeveral things, we have the ſame arguments 
to urge againſt them, that they are forced to make uſe of in 
their own Defence againſt the Church of Rome; but ſhould be 
more ſevere upon us, than ſome of the Papiſts are now come to 
be upon them; ſince. they own. the validity of- their ordexs, 
which they formerly ſo much inyeighed againſt. And here : 

175 | cited 


cited a late French writer, (without enquiring into the ſprings. 
and motives of his drawing up the tract referred to, or the 


'\ | - ends deſigned to be ſerved by it,) and I ſhould have thought 
be might have deſerved to have been a little confidered, by 
any one that made a reply to me. And that the rather, be- 
cauſe he puts a greater ſtrain upon the common pop;jb principles, 

% to, own the Engliſh ordinations as far as he does do it, than 


they of the eſtabliſhed Church need do upon any proreſtant prin- 

 » Ciples, to own the ordinations of Diſſenters, as far as we deſire. 
they ſhould do it, to ſhew their charity to us. 3 

In this writer is alſo to be found the Memorial of Abbot Renaudur 

about the ordinations of the Church of England, which I referred to, 


} y P. 32, 333.in which he intimates with no fmall pleaſure, That 
BB 


the very ſame reproaches that: the Church of Rome has commonly 
caſt on the,Church of England, on the head of the nullity of their 
+, ordingtions, they alſo caſt on the French Calviniſts, not allowing 
their miniſters to preach among them, nor diſcharge any other 
eccleſiaſtical function, till hg are ordained anew, as being be- 
fore without any character. They don't (ſays he) take the fame 
method with the apoſtate prieſts and monks of the Catholic 
Church, (meaning the Church of Rom?) whom they receive with 
joy, and with open arms, without ordaining them anew, 
provided they ſhew them their orders in good form. I think 
have reaſon to ſay in this caſe, Puder hæc opprobria nobis, &c. 
T take this ro be ſhameful and. ſcandalous on the part of the. 
Eſtabliſhed Church, and think you ſhould have vindicated it if you 
could. But to ſay nothing at all to it, is what it will be very 


N 
* 


hard to frame an excuſe for. e 
4. There are many things in your Letter that ſhew more 
beat than judgment. Thus you make a mighty ſtir about my 
* application of that paſſage of Scripture, I will have mercy, and 
nit ſacrifice: And yet when all comes to all, you but bring 
the ſenſe of it to this, That 4 poſitive inſlitution muſt give way to 

a moral duty, p. 23. And I owned much the ſame, in declaring, 
That man's real good is more to be minded than any poſitive inſtitution, 

_ tho" it had a divine original. You are angry alſo at the uſe I make 
of that other. text, He that is not againſt us, is for us. You tell. 
me, The man, in whoſe caſe that was mentioned, caſt our 
devils; and that when the diſſenting teachers work miracles for th: 
proof of their miſſion, it will then be tim? enough to admit of it as lawful. 
p. 25. But, good Sir, why ſhould you inſult us! Tho' you 

know we no more pretend to work miracles than you; yet L 
hope our miniſtry out of the Church eſtabliſhed, as well as 
| 1 in it, thro the power of the Spirit of the Living God, 
both has been, and ſtill is, in ſome meaſure ſucceſsful to caſt 
out the Devil in a ſcriptural ſenſe, and ſanctify the Souls of 
men. And I take the ſan ifying effects of a miniſtry, to be a bet- 
ter proof of the validity of a miſſion, tho' without miracles, than 
bare miracles would be without any ſanctifying efficacy. 5 A 
_ after 
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ang rhe miniſtry of he Diſſenters proved 


| FE Saviour, Marth." vil. 1 1 7 


Wan 1 


4 all, Twas not becauſe of his 


_ againſt, he was for him. And therefore ir ene pru- 


dens in you to come with your cavils. - 
I ſhould have thought the reſpe& diſrovered to 


any of our brethren as concurred in 
the de re of having it printed, together with the hope intima- 

ted in the Cloſe, of a Coalition, y the preyalence of an uni- 
ting, healing ſpirit z might have deſerved the notice pf a Preſ- 
byter of the Church of England, if he is deſirous of its trueſt Pro- 
ſperity and welfare. ; 

When you en ſu rized, p. 33, That. 477 Tet 5e „ know 
wherein the - dntes of the Epiſtles to 122255 and Titus, ee any di 
rene? in the caſe of”. fey or how much Bp, Peaxſon fers * 


other learned men in this reſpett ;- you may as well wonder, 1 did 


not turn a Sermon into a volume. But provided vou will not 
again tell me, That you never faw or heard of the Book be- 
fore, I'll refer you to Mr. J. Omen s Int amen Evangelicum, or Defente 
of Scripture Ordination, " againſt the Exceptions of T. G, Printed in 1697, 
which I believe will ſatisfy you upon that head. 

Lou tell me, My inſtances of Aan by by Prethgters, huv: ot Y 


2505 as the leaſt ſhadow or appearance of trum u them 8 and are 
hich is ee id. But he 


nothing to my purpoſe, p. 6 

thar being bak of de e, ſize for know edge, can make 

light of a man of Mr. Selden's prodigious learning, p. 56: He 

that when I had quoted Caſian, who aces of the 5 25 Paphnutius, 

That tho but a, ae kane le resbyter, he out of N $i yd to Daniel, 

raiſed him to the degree of a Presb at he might be ca- 
able of ſucceeding- Harz can turn it's by fs ing, That this, wilt 


e feund at laſt to fn 5 no more than this, that nutius recommeniled 


» bim'to a biſhop, for orders, p. 58 : He that can find: -biſhops of our. ſort, 


orking Miele 8 * 
'Zord would have this man forborn; bur becauſe hot being 'F 


bl 


by one of my frankne 2 patts of the 1 2 222 
the approbation of ſo m 


N 


all along among the very Yaudois, p. 62, 63: Such a man may een 


ſay juſt what be pleaſes: Tho 1 muſt own Tſhll be much mi- 
ken, if fuck a way of anſwering,” makes man converts... . 


Upon the whole I muſt tell you, That un! {5 ybu' bring better 
proof from Scripture and ui Be Mall be fo far from think - 
b 1 5 4 oh and%lid, Ky der 707 

ckon it ſuffici 85 indicated. And for your Art, Sir, 0 
vou for. 700 been lake, ro conſider ae The fayin of Sar 
e nt bat ye 17 le 5 

{5 of the apoſtle, Row, xiv.” 4. Phd att 250 at jadgeſ another ee 
Serruant ® to his on maffer he” Pm or Fall; And T ftiguld e ir 
t. help to produce in you-a more Charitable © 1 5 
tit may 0 ** will "be. the ſincete wiſh; of, 'S1 * 


18 * 68 Yau g. hands Sinn, 
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